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Abstract

This study was to investigate the relationship between parent attachment, peer support and behavior
problems of middle school students.

The subjects were 591 male and female students in the first and third grade of the middle school and
their mothers in Busan. The instruments used for this study were Inventory of Parent Attachment Scale,
Peer Support Scale and Behavior Checklist for Adolescents. The results were as follows:

1. The first grade students had stronger attachment on father and mother than third grade. The third
grade students had perceived peer support more than first grade. Female students had stronger attachment
on mother and perceived peer support more than male students. And there was no significant sex difference
in attachment on father.

In the case of female students, internalizing and externalizing behavior problems increased grade. But, in
the case of male students, there was no grade difference in internalizing and externalizing behavior
problems. In the case of first grade students, there was no sex difference in internalizing behavior problems.
In the case of first grade students, males had more externalizing behavior problems than females. But in the
case of third grade students, females had more externalizing behavior problems than males.

2. As parent's education level was higher, students had stronger attachment on parents and perceived
more peer support. As family income was higher, students had stronger attachment on father and perceived
more peer support.

3. In case of female students, parent attachment and peer support were correlated negatively with
internalizing and externalizing behavior problems. In case of male students, attachment on fathers and peer
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support were correlated negatively with internalizing behavior problems, and attachment on mother and peer

support were negatively with externalizing behavior problems.
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