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A Comparative Study on the Pattern Design Element in Traditional Palaces of Korea, China, and Japan
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(Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to ascertain pattern design element
in traditional palaces among those in the neighboring three
nations of East Asia, notably Korea, China and Japan. The basic
assumption underlying this study is that these northeastern
Asian states have been developed a unique inter-cultural ties
over long periods of time in history, culminating in their
respective design cultures.

Undoubtly the ultimate goal to be pursued, by so doing, has to
be inquiry into the identical prototype of Korean pattern design
element. In the West, the pattern is appreciated by an aesthetic
level, but the East Asian pattern is a symbolic alphabet deeply
rooted in religious and folk beliefs.

The difference of the respective country comes from the
expression style of the pattern : the Chinese express the
magnificent pattern with various color, the Korean do the
moderate pattern with harmonious color with the nature and the
Japanese do the stylized pattern with the material color.

To sum up similarities and dissimilarities among the design
element in traditional palaces of Korea, China, and Japan is
as the following : It is to be noticed that the mainly
common characteristics of the artistic design are ’naturalism’,
‘harmonious ideas’ and 'confucianism’. But the representation
style of the design element is differed from the country.

(Keyword)
KOREA, CHINA, JAPAN, Design element, Pattern, identical
prototype
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