Customary Funeral Rites of Teachers in the Southern Nak-dong River Area
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{(Abstract)

Korean funeral customs are an important part of the mourning process in Korea. A survey was conducted in the southern part by the
Nak-dong river, centered around the city of Busan to examine Korean funeral rites. This study was conducted with survey research. The target
population included 234 teachers and experienced the death of a family member within the last three years.

Results showed that they presented their condolences 5 to 6 times on average per year. Funeral rites were performed usually at a hospital
funeral hall. The preference of burial to cremation was about the same. According to the survey, funeral expenses averaged 9,570,000 won and
donations received for funeral expenses, 12,630,000 won. Problems the respondents expressed about the process included large funeral expenses, the
decision whether to bury or cremate, and fatigue from staying up all night.

When classified according to the demographic characteristics, there were significant differences in the variables. Frequency of attending funerals
depended on gender, age, and health status. Condolence style depended on religion. The type of funeral (burial or cremation) depended on family
income. The type of reception depended on gender. Funeral expenses depended on the age

Second, in the process of preparing for a family member’s death, they thought it was important to prepare a funeral ceremony portrait of the
deceased and a scroll by themselves, and the preparation of the portrait significantly depended on health status, but there was no significant
difference in variables such as the location of death and the laying-out depending on demographic characteristics.

Third, in the process of treating the death, there appeared a tendency for only family members in a direct line to the deceased to wear funeral
garments and participate in the encoffining ceremony. They preferred Western-style funeral garments. They did not think that they needed to wail
or that the pallbearers should only be relatives. They did believe that a memorial service should be held before the hearse departed. As the
relationship between demographic characteristics and each step in this process was examined, there were significant differences consistency in
responses whether the Sam-woo-je should be maintained. As the relationship between demographic characteristics and each step in this process
was examined, there were significant differences including: presence of wailing depended on religion; wearing of funeral garments depended on
gender, hometown, and religion; coffin carriage, memorial rite, and Sam-woo-je depended on age, religion, and family income.

Finally, in the process of acknowledging the death, the period of mourning was usually three days.

AF20l(Key Words) : Aél(funeral rites), “3#%3Hfuneral customs), 2)#dXHritual process), Z-3{death), FE7AH(Nak-dong river
area), HAF THteachers)
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