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Surgical Closure of Cleft Hard Palate in a Dog

Young-sam Kwon, Hwan-soo Jang and Kwang-ho Jang'

College of Veterinary Medicine, Kyungpook National University

Abstract : A 7-month-old, weak female dachshund dog which had signs of cough and sneezing while eating was admitted.
This case was diagnosed as cleft hard palate by the physical and blood examination. After aseptic surgical preparation,
a surgical method utilizing mucoperiosteal and buccal flap technique, in which accurate apposition and secure closure
was very important, was used successfully. The defect of hard palate was healed completely on 10 days after surgery

without any other complication.
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Fig 1. A 7-month-old dog with cleft hard palate. The dog is
positioned in dorsal recumbency with an endotracheal tube in
place and the tounge secured around the tube and the mandible.

Fig 2. Oral mucosa at the cleft is sutured and lateral mucosal
relaxing incision is made along the right side of the hard palate.

Fig 3. A buccal mucosal flap is sutured into the defect left
after undermining and moving the hard palate mucoperiosteal
flap.
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