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A Study on "How Practitioners Perceive Interior Design Research”
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Abstract

Seidel (1981) asserted that, information produced by researchers was not being used by practicing professionals because the

researchers and designers did not share the same perception of research. Nearly all of his research subjects indicated that other

researchers(rather than designers) were their audience. Furthermore, criteria that were valued in academic research such as

originality or choice of appropriate methods did not increase quality of information in the eyes of the designers. Instead they

valued research results with relevant information, check lists, and design guidelines. More than two decades have passed since

Seidel examined the gap between research and practice. Scholarly research by academics continues to be a major prerequisite

to tenure and promotion. While these expectations may increase the quantity of research, the question might still be asked,

"Are the data enhancing the quality of design?” The present study is an analysis on how interior design practitioners perceive

and perform research. By using Seidel's research as a framework the author has developed a questionnaire in order to

understand meanings and affects of research in the practitioners’ field. Thus hope to serve as a step towards strengthening

collaborative modes between the two communities, interior design academic and practice.
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1)J. C. Jones, Design Methods, John Wiley & Sons, 1992, pp.46-58.
2)M. Polyani, The Tacit Dimension, Doubleday & Compant Inc., 1966.
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