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Abstract

This paper examines the change of innovation practices in the Korean industry which is
entering into the 'post catching-up regime'. In catching-up regime, the technological learning
practices of Korean firms could be characterized as the assimilation and improvement of
foreign technologies through crisis construction and time pressure. Crisis construction and time
pressure were the important factors enhancing the intensity of technological learning and
shaping the way of doing imitative innovation. But the innovation patterns of firms are
changing. The new ways of doing innovation are emerging in Korean mobile phone industry
which is becoming a world leader: the emphasis on the importance of technological planning,
the enhancement of collaborative networks among related firms, the toleration on the failure
and the effort to acquire core technologies. Though Korean firms have not developed enough
capabilities to create basic core technologies, they can develop their competitiveness through

creative combination of technologies and are approaching the world frontier.
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