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Geographical Distributions of the Aged population in Korea

- Rural-specific approach with GIS -
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ABSTRACT

The aged population in Korea, especially in rural areas, has been growing rapidly. The
welfare for the rural elderly has become a major concern, however we don’t have enough
information about that population; we don’t even have detailed demographics of it. The
present research is aimed at; 1) investigating the tendency and changing geographical
distributions of the rural elderly, and 2) introducing GIS(Geographic Information Systems)
as a useful tool in analyzing geographical distributions of the aged. The General Census
Data from 1960 to 2000 was used to carry out this study. The major findings are; 1)
There has been a gradual decrease in the rural population over the past 40 years, but this
tendency has slowed down more recently; 2) It was observed that the 'oldest-old’ group
aged 85 years old and over has actuallly increased in rural areas faster than any other
age group; 3) The changing patterns of the elderly population were different in
metropolitan areas and rural areas. In brief, there are far more aged people, especially of
the ’‘oldest-old’ group and females in rural areas than those in urban areas. These
population, the ’oldest-old’ or females, are the most vulnerable and have the greatest need
for social welfare and social services of different kinds.

Key words: aged population, GIS, geographical distribution, rural-specific approach,
welfare for the aged
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Table 1. An Increasing rate of the older population by region : 1960~2000

(1,000 person, %)

, Total Older ~ 1he prope- ‘ Total Older ~ Lhe propo-
Year  Region Population population rtion of the  Year Region Population population rtion of the
elderly elderly
1960  Total 24,989 936 3.74 1985 Total 40,420 1,750 433
Eup 2,258 81 3.58 Eup 4,814 240 4.99
Myun 15,734 681 4.32 Myun 9,187 716 7.80
Dong 6,996 174 248 Dong 26,418 793 3.00
1970 Total 31,435 1,039 331 1990 Total 43,390 2,163 4.98
Eup 2,850 91 3.19 Eup 3,603 234 6.50
Myun 15,654 682 4.36 Myun 7,498 770 10.27
Dong 12,931 266 2.06 Dong 32,290 1,159 3.59
1975 Total 34,679 1,207 3.48 1995 Total 44,554 2,640 5.93
Eup 3,720 130 3.48 Eup 3,481 281 8.08
Myun 14,185 695 4.90 Myun 6,081 845 13.89
Dong 16,773 266 1.59 Dong 34,992 1,515 433
1980  Total 37,407 1,446 3.87 2000 Total 45,985 3,372 7.33
Eup 4,537 186 4.09 Eup 3,742 357 9.55
Myun 11,461 712 6.21 Myun 5,601 1,013 18.09
Dong 21,410 549 2.56 Dong 36,642 2,001 5.46
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Fig. 8. Spatial distribution of the 85 years and over population
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