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ABSTRACT

Women are unlikely to receive an equal education, compared to men, in rural Korean
society despite the equality in labor sharing. To address this issue this research aims to
(a) analyze the educational needs for farming skills and daily life management in rural
communities, and (b) develop a model for educational programs reflecting regional
characteristics for the female farmers in order to make them experts in agriculture. A
structured questionnaire was administered, using a group interview method, to 366 female
farmers from the Jeonnam, Chungbuk, and Gyeonggi provinces with help of agricultural
agents. The major components of the questionnaire dealt with individual peculiarities,
educational environment, and curriculum and training subjects wanted by the female
farmers. Educational program content was classified as daily life management, scientific
farming and agricultural management skills to create systematic and effective programs. It
was found that the critical factors for developing educational programs for the female
farmers are as follows: a. It is necessary to develop a program combining daily life
management skills and farming skills to make the female farmers experts in agriculture.
b. Statistically significant differences were found in the female farmers’ educational
program participation and needs based educational level, age, educational expenditure,
farm type, farming experience, and farm scale. Therefore, it is necessary to develop a
program considering the fore-mentioned socioeconomic status and farming characteristics.
c. It is important to establish an educational system for the female farmer to improve
their quality of life as a minority group in Korean society. In addition, it is also
necessary to develop public relations program to ensure that female farmers recognize the
importance and necessity of the education.
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Table 1. Statistics of Educational Program Participation

Classification N(%) Classification N(%)
Never 3(0.8) Voluntary participation 125(34.2)
Once a year 69(18.9) Recommendation byacquaintances 50(13.7)

Frequency 2~3 times a year

161(44.0) Motivation such as husband, friend etc.
(N=366) More than 4 times a year 133(36.3) (N=366) Request or ecommendation by 186(50.8)

authority
Other 5(1.4)
Learning agricultural skills 60(16.4) Lack of time due to cultivation 198(54.1)
and knowledge Lack of time due to family 67(18.3)
Learning life management 69(18.9) management
Purpose mng new.knowledge 199(54.5) Difficulties Lack of time due to child caring  14(3.8)
(N=365) and information (N=366) Hard to commute to the 71(19.4)
Improvement of social kills 33(9.0) education site
Other 4(1.1) Lack of enough money 5(1.4)
No support from the family 2(0.5)
Other 9(2.5)
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Table 2. Expense for Educational Program
Classification N(%) Classification N(%)
Past payment Self . 128(35.2) Future. payment Self 7(1.9)
(N=364) Education 236(64.8) (N=365) Self and educational authority 185(50.7)
authority Educational authority 173(47.4)
Expense Average payment per program, per person: 34,100 won
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Table 3. Educational Site, Method and Lecturer

Classification Item N(%) Classification Item N(%)
Metropolis 31(8.5) Agriculture promotion 247(67.9)
Province 128(35.0) authorities (AP Center,

Educational City * county 158(43.2) . Aut%lon'ty, Agricultufe Tech
site by Street 46(12.6) Life Institute, AP Authority)
region Other 3(0.8) management Public administration authorities 26(7.1)
(N=366) (N=364) (Province, city, county)

Agriculture Unions 36(9.9)
Cultural centers 52(14.3)
. Schools 3(0.8)
Private bousing _ 30.8) | oucational Agriculture promotion 298(83.0)
Town hall @) |Site b field authorities (AP Center,
Public educational 343(94.5) Authority, Agriculture Tech

Educational  facility Farming  Institute, AP Authority)
site by Other 6(1.7) skills, farm Public administration 18(5.0)
facility management authorities(Province,

(N=363) (N=359) city, county)
Agriculture Unions 3509.7)
Cultural centers 7(1.9)
Schools 1(0.3)
Lecture 115(31.4) Employee of agricultural office(farming, 278(76.2)
Discussion 18(4.4) supervisor, research)

Educational Practice 168(45.9) Lecturer Professor, teacher 53(14.5)
method Benchmark 16(16.7) (N=365) Professional such as Doctor, lawyer 17(4.7)
(N=366) Case study 2(0.5) Public officer of city, county 8(2.2)

Multimedia 4(1.1) Leader in community 3(0.8)
presentation Other 6(1.6)
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Table 4. Needs for Combination of Life and Farming Skill Education

Classification N(%)
Needs for combination of educational One program only 132(36.1)
programs Combination of more than two programs 225(61.5)
(N=360) Other 3(0.8)
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Table 5. Needs for Educational Program Participation by General Characters

Unit: frequency(%)

Frequency of participation

Classification . More than Total x? value
None once 2-3 times ]
4 times
No schooling 1(25.0) 3(75.0) 4(100.0)
L Elementary sch. 3(2.6)  14(194) 36(50.0) 22(30.6) 72(100.0) 24.41°
Participation by .
Education Middle sch. 40(26.5) 64(42.4) 47(31.1) 151(100.0)
High sch. 119.4) 53(45.3) 50427y 117(100.0) df=12
Over College 4(19.0) 7(33.3) 10(47.6)  21(100.0)
Total 3(0.8) 69(18.9) 161(44.1) 133(36.2) 366(100.0)
Less than 0.5ha 16(30.2)  22(41.5) 15(28.3)  53(100.0)
Participation by Less than lha 320) 80125  3GELE)  BESY 41N .
forming seslo Less than 1.Sha 0039 2407 15054 591000
Less than 2ha 8(19.50 14(34.1) 19(46.3)  41(100.0)
More than 2ha 17(11.4) 68(45.6) 61(40.9) 149(100.0)
Total 3(0.8) 69(18.9) 161(44.0) 133(36.3) 366(100.0)
Rice 1(0.5) 35(17.1) 100(48.8) 69(33.7) 205(100.0)
Vegetable grown 2(8.3) 8(16.0) 21(42.0)  21(42.0)  52(100.0)
infield
Participation by ~ Vegetable grown in 12(35.3)  14(412)  8(23.5)  34(100.0) 39.85"
farming type green house df=15
Fruit 925.0)  12(333) 15417  36(100.0)
Flower 142)  2(1000) 15(62.5)  18(100.0)
Animal 6(25.0) 6(100.0)
Total 3(09)  65(185) 155(44.2) 128(36.5) 351(100.0)
Participation by  Self payment 16(12.5) 52(40.6) 60(46.9) 128(100.0) 1259
educational expense Payment by other 3(1.3) 53(22.5) 108(45.8) 72(30.5) 236(100.0) df=3
Total 3(0.8)  69(19.0) 160(44.0) 132(36.3) 364(100.0)

*p<.05 “p<.01 mp<.001
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Table 6. Educational Needs by Educational Program Contents

Unit: frequency(%)

Contents needed

Classification 3 yw 7 Total x2 value
Under 29 1(100) 1(100.0)

Life 30~39 12.5) 1742.5) 22(55.0) 01000 e

management skills  40~49 7(3.6) 68(34.7) RIEL7)  196(1000)
by age 50~59 1109.6) 44(38.3) 60(522)  115(100.0)
Over 60 8(57.1) 4(28.6) 214.3) 14(100.0)
Total 27(1.4) 133(36.3) 206(563)  366(100.0)
Contents needed 2

Classification 1-2 3-4 5-6 Toal  * VAU
No schooling 2(50.0) 2(50.0) 4(100.0)

o Elementary sch. 5(6.9) 28(38.9) 39(54.2) 72(100.0) "

Fa"':;‘i:::f % \iddle sch. 96.1) 56(37.8) 83(56.1) 148(100.0) 2(21}5:?;

High sch. 19(17.1) 28(25.2) 64(57.7) 111(100.0)
Over College 4222) 3(16.7) 11(61.1) 18(100.0)
39(11.0) 115(32.6) 159(56.4) 353(100.0)

Classification Contents needed x? value
1 2 3 Total
Under 9 3(7.3) 15(36.6) 23(6.1) 41(100.0)

Farm management  10~19 9.7 33(282) 75(64.1) 170000 o
by farming ~ 20~29 17(13.9) 24(17.7) 81(66.4) 12201000
experience 30~39 15(28.3) 11(20.8) 27(50.9) 53(100.0)

Over 40 years 2(18.2) 2(18.2) 7(63.6) 11(100.0)
Total 46(13.4) 85(24.7) 213(61.9) 344(100.0)

<05 p<Ol | p<.001
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Table 7. Priority of Educational Needs by Educational Field

Classification Frequency(%)
Life management skills 227(62.2)
Farming skills 82(22.5)
Farm management 56(15.3)

Total

365(100)
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Table 8. Educational Needs by Educational Field

Unit: frequency(%)

Classification Educational Experience  Educational Need
Family caring 205(56.0) 291(79.5)
Health 258(70.5) 307(83.9)
Rural environment/housing 230(62.8) 254(69.4)
Labor environment/chothing 165(45.1) 233(63.7)
Life management skills” Food/cooking 252(68.9) 283(77.3)
Earning Extra income 120(33.1) 265(72.4)
Cultural activities 190(52.5) 273(74.6)
Hobby/Liberal education 236(65.2) 266(72.7)
Computer education 208(57.9) 296(80.9)
Total 1,864(56.6) 2,468(74.9)
Seed selection and sowing 172(47.0) 278(76.0)
Fertilizer usage 151(41.3) 267(73.0)
Farming Skills" Pla.n.tiflg 114(31.1) 268(73.2)
Pesticide 220(60.1) 305(83.3)
Harvest/storage 125(34.2) 274(74.9)
Farming machine usage 135(36.9) 231(63.1)
Total 917(27.8) 1,623(49.3)
Farm management design/Farming 134(36.6) 279(76.2)
Farm management' recoding
Logistics/Sales 109(29.8) 286(78.1)
Storage/Packing 129(35.2) 303(82.8)
Total 372(11.3) 868(26.4)
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