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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the acceptance and interpretation of pop musician's image in the
Korean youth subculture, Fan Costume play(Fancos). Fancos subculture took the most active attitude to
accepts of the pop musician's image and therefore was assumed to have various and differential acceptance
aspects. The ethnographic method was used in order to approach more closely from their point of view.
The cultural activity of Fancos subculture was imitation and reappearance of pop musician's appearance.
Actually Fancos is a kind of fan-culture which idolized Korean pop music star. The acceptance of
musician's appearance in Fancos is found out in two aspects. One is passive acceptance aspects that
inforces conformity of star fashion and follows servilely ideal body image which promoted by cultural
industry. The other is unique acceptance aspects that Fancos members interpret the musician’s image in
their own way. Those members experience pleasure through their own meaning. And homology of their
appearance makes a distinction between of themselves from other youth and intensifies their group
identity. As above analyzed, Fancos subculture has differential acceptance of pop music star’s image
comparing to other youth and even their stylistic appearance reflects not only their fandom but also their
own meaning. Consequently, pop musician's image as a popular cultural text is accepted not equal to all
populace but dissimilar along with contexts and traits of the acceptance group.

Key words: Youth subculture, Fan costume play, Pop musician’s image, Acceptance aspect; H4x'd ¢
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