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Image according to Sex Variable for College Students in a School Context
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Abstract

This study was intended to identify the differences in perception of image words and perception dimension of
desired image according to sex variable for college students in a school context. Data were collected by
questionnaires distributed to 443 college students from August to September of 2000. After eliminating incomplete
questionnaires, 396 were analyzed. As results of factor analysis, 7 desired image factors were determined for male
and female, respectively. On the basis of these results, major perception diflerences were identified according to
sex variable. Differently-perceived image words were as follows: For intellectual image, male relates it with sporty
while female relates it with graceful; for masculine image, male relates it with mature while female relates it with
sporty; and for feminine image, male relates it with sexy and graceful while female relates it modest, pure, and
cute. Multidimensional scaling was employed to determine the perception dimension of desired image. Two
dimensions were accepted to interpret the results for both sex, respectively., ‘Feminine-masculine’ and
‘conspicuous-plain’ were criteria for male students, while ‘unnatural-natural’ and ‘feminine-masculine' were criteria
for female students.

Key words: image perception(o] 0} 2} 2}2p, school context( Sl 418, image words(o]u}x) £0}), desired
image( - o] 7] Z]).
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