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Geographical Studies and International Organizations: Concerning
International Standardization of the Geographical Name of East Sea*
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Abstract : This paper deals with a possible contribution to international relations and affairs by the discipline of
geography and raises the necessity of a new field in geography that would study relations between nations. The
proposed change of the name ‘East Sea’ is used as a case study in promoting international standardization. Two
major international organizations oversee the international standardization of geographical names. One is the
UN Conferences of the Standardization of the Geographical Names which works in association with the UN
Group of Experts on Geographical Names, and the other is the International Hydrographic Organization. These
two organizations have in the past passed all the relevant resolutions pertaining to geographical names. From
recent developments on the Korean Peninsula, however, it has become evident that international disputes on
place names sometimes require a long process of consultation with the relevant parties. Efforts being made to
restore the historically appropriate name of ‘East Sea’ as opposed to the ‘Sea of Japan’ have only now begun to
diffuse in many areas. It would be appropriate if geographers could develop a new area of 'Geography of
Intemational Relations' that deals with WTO, oceans, environment and climatic issues, FTA, as well as territoties
and boundaries. Furthermore, it would improve the quality of discourse if geographers participated more in the
decision-making processes in interational affairs.

Key Words : standardization of geographical names, UNCSGN/UNGEGN, IHO, East Sea/Sea of Japan, Geography
of International Relation
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< THO Technical Resolution A.4.2.6 >

A 4.2.6. - It is recommended that where two or more
countries share a given geographical feature (such as, for
example, a bay, a strait, channel or archipelago) under a
different name from, they should endeavour to reach

agreement on fixing a single name for the feature

X2|g Ayt ZHI[F

concerned. If they have different official languages and
cannot agree on a common name form, it is
recommended that the name forms of each of the
languages in question should be accepted for charts and
publications unless technical reasons prevent this practice
on small scale charts. e.g.English Channel/La
Manche(Kerr, 1997, & #3)

< UN CSGN Resolution I11-20 >
4 111-20 Names of Features beyond a Single
Sovereignty (1977 Athens)

The Conference

Considering the need for international standardization

of names of geographical features that are under the

sovereignty of more than one country or are divided
among two or more countries,

1. Recommends that countries sharing a given
geographical feature under different names should
endeavour, as far as possible, to reach agreement
on fixing a single name for the feature concerned;

. Further recommends that when countries sharing a
given geographical feature do not succeed in
agreeing on a common name, it should be a general
rule of international cartography that the name used
by each of the countries concerned will accepted. A
policy of accepting only one or some of such
names while excluding the rest would be
inconsistent in principle as well as inexpedient in
practice. Only technical reasons may sometimes
make is necessary, especially in the case of small-
scale maps, to dispense with the use of certain
names belonging to one language or another.

(Lee and Moller, 2002, 81-82 =)

3, “FU'YY INEZGE

1) ZA7F+ =)
<8 AHEE UNel 7Fd o8l 1992 A6
UNA B33 oo Ao gz ZF A}
257 JE WAL FHZ AN F AL 8

Ao, olo] 1994337 1996 New York

et

(e

Ly

=2
=

l

Ly |

A L



0| 71 &

Genevasl Al @8 UNAFAEHS] oMz EA
g Al71312 EQE u} 9ok

199730l & Bk 7 HE #15% International
Hydrographic Conference(IHC)| A €22 THO
o AAS 83 olYF =¥ ALHS
™ 1998'd AI7xF UNCSGN, 20003 UNGEGN, 2002
J BerdinolA AP A8zt UNCSGN )3 2002
d 49 BFUFAA MHEH A6 HCAE AAF A
42 783 Q7% Qo
AEAAAMY FAEAE HE7) A%
He Falo 7FYelE 19929 A6 HFAXNPHE
o

W

<+
e A}

Z3p3] el ol9 AIFE ME 87T H AN
old] tizte FAXNHEFIF o= 2 -
20(1997) 0} 3k #A FAF=7H] S F 83}
Aot YELE ol ti3atA steh 1 F 1994
A 783 19963 AviullA HHE A 16 R 17
2 FAAHAE HlA 2] HEFE Y&
37 £718 #34E A=A dy gy AA
< S7% u Ak 53], 19659 = XY ¥
A2 Yol A A 10 100000 FH A FH0|

E 6492 ¥ AIFAX(The New International
Map of the World) & 399 Z4FCE w23}
o TREES Tl Ut of&H HYFAE W
AL AAESAE E3E st AR 18
2500000 %39 AL FEW(Map of Korea)©l
L BT A=

& 53 T3 H3AY) &5 ASHIL §
3) Ay 19989 1€ 139-23Y 7kA] H|F New
Yok UN 594 7§Z ¥ A7 UN AHEEsH
oo s 7F AP A3 (1994 11
2 Af)dM NHD FaAR AN Z2HE
vigto 2 -7 AR= d23 Ao 2L A
A3ty 71E A A2t vHFE WA FEE7)
9 AZAYE A Y FVHA F HA AAAHA
th(e] 714, 1998).

olo] 2000 19 17-28Y 71A] New York UNo)
ME M20x UNABAL7H3 &7 /=AY 5
AP FAE BEE AT k¥ dF}o=
AFT 2T 309 Woking Paperg #3190 A
2359t WP-24 (Woarking Group on Evaluation
and Implementation)© $-8] A9} South Africa
BE7L A AET AFAL3] A gt A

of AHHAY, oJZXK, 27k} UNAEEESF
oA HeHE BE Ate] Uizt o]PARE
7F & F A 7137} efHE o2 fdodA §
g RZAEIHY Aol HS FUEHNAY =3
23 ARE= WP-9% (Implementation of Resclution
/20 on Geographical Features beyond a Single
Sovereignty) 2 A &3t} UNAAM HEHoZ AHA
Aol gt 273t Al HE Foll Ak

a7k %A S UAZAM G E 1994 0]
FAFEAEZ(HB)O e E7)o g A
A& 473 v 9lom, o}y HOIEFINE §
HNFE7NE LSSt £ AE 23Tk 1997d
= A15A} IHCI &7 RuF THOR RO A 49 14
d - 259714 MFHNCH AR AT v
9] A (Limits of Oceans and Seas)” Aol 'R
g B9 RPEE AFSE 19743 HEE A
WEF Aot A 4269 @t Fal (East Sea) E7)
£ X & A FAHLE SHIA o
TR Fao] 19722 LondonolA AV A2x}
AHEFs 3] oA Ajeg At T/25 Names
of features beyond a single sovereignty’ ¢ A9 &
43 Ao HrHI Yk olF {FAL 19774
Athensoll A M| A3zt AFBF33] A
¥ m/20 AoetE Al stk

A 20023 499 RuIoAN AHA A6z
HO F3 oAM= $3Fs fuds oAsy
ANZ A7 A Glg AAD A4dAAA T&
A9 wa} Wity & A& ey Ak &
3oeA A LAEF LY} EAiE F B2
Y= ARNE w2k vy 23] vy
CHENAT3| M E (East Sea in Wold Maps)E
Aztstd ZE 3dFo)A vl E3lH 53] 23

ot BES Pl SHEI DA ERAA
$7 ARG} RS 278 YORN LAV I2
sk A7 B9k

azkell s8] AFHUE vF AWAAS
(The US Board on Geographical Names) 7} #}&2.
2 3 wAd U &= F9 g4FE A
Asled 20000 49 1193} 18Y el Washington DC.
of FFRARYFTE 2T 199730 = w24
o7 DColA whi 19983 UN3le] #HEste =t
L 87 & Ao oy FAFeE $a9



ARE AgsA @ R of o] Aok
EdE FIEA AN dom, J7ke] FEIE-
29 ZAxel 2 ARy JFAE AgEsinh o]
QA0 thste] 20000 Boll ¢ Fwio] Agg
a9 wE2d IA AAL AU AFAYAE
ANAZCE ELHT s FL AARANZHES
gk wel 3 F A 2718 /A F AolA
o oA R e RIZHEoA B7]sE A
et M ZAgo] 2rATE F49 9L #A
st Slth

2) T ¢ V5L 53 FAEEH

=¥

3

8 AE-9 A I3 UdAM e FUH
g Tl TR TS AMst gt FRA

A FEAYLLE 3te{g ‘Korea and
Vicinity' (1:3000000 £3) AEE 19973 A 23t
FHAZTEA HATHYAE Fotd A AA AX Al
27}, A2N#, FLEMRAS g, A77)8
wjzsle] PEYS TH S5 ¥y gk 19989
e o] AZ dtel] FalF7]9] HFAE o
7ol B7lste] &7stTh

The “East Sea” is referred to as the “Sea of Japan™ in
Japan. However, strong historical precedents lend
credence to the “East Sea” as the more appropreate name.
It is the position of the Government of the Republic of
Korea that this sea should be identified as the “East Sea”,
a neutral name meaning the sea area located east of the

Eurasian continent, a title often used in historical
documents and maps for the region since the beginning of
the first century.
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The International Seminar on the Naming of the Seas:

Noting: The desirability of having a single name for the
sea AREA BETWEEN Japan and the Korean Peninsula
and Russia, in the interests of international harmony and
economic cooperation of the North East Asian Region.

Further noting: The long historical usage of various
names for the relevant area.

Further noting: It is apparent that coastal states can
not reach Agreement on a single name based on historical
usage, geographic orientation, or national emotion, and a
single country name.

Proposes: That the matter should be referred to the
IHO and the U.N. Group of Experts on Geographical
Names and reference be made to the U.N. Resolution
advocating, in the lack of Agreement of the use of single
name, both names to be used simultaneously, which is in
accordance with the general rule of international
cartography.

Vladivostok, Russia
July 25, 2002
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< UN Chair Statement in Berlin UNCSGN,
September 2002 >

206. The question of the name of this sea has been

raised in connection with [HO SP-23 (Limits of

Oceans and Seas) which was in the process of

being updated.

208. The Committee encouraged the three countries to
continue their efforts to find a solution acceptable
to all of them, taking into account relevant
resolutions, or else to agree to differ, and to report
the outcome of their discussions to the next
Conference, The Chairman stated in his summary
that individual countries could not impose specific
names on the international community and
standardization could be promoted only when a
consensus existed.
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(ﬁlﬂ!!ll IB" mm‘l
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Population breakdown
(symbol equals two milion people}
‘ Rual ‘ Urban

Smaller in area, the South has more than twice
the populstion of the North. About B0 percent of
South Koreans were born efter the Korean War.
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