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A Study on the Mothers’ Reactions to their Children’s Negative Emotions
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< Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to investigate mothers’ reactions to their children’s negative emotions. The
subject were 145 childrenfthree to six-year-olds) and the instruments were Coping with Children’s Negative
Emotions Scale by Eisenberg(1992) and Temperament Rating Scale by Chun(1992). The main results were
as follows; First, mothers, in general, used more positive reactions than negative reactions when their
children showed negative emotions. Mothers’ education, job, family type and income affected mothers’ type
of reactions to their children’s negative emotions. Mothers’ reactions to their children’s negative reaction
emotions were associated with their children’s temperament but not with their children’s age, sex and birth
order.
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