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The effect of visual factors on the reader’s preference in the book cover design
-Focused on the literary books
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(Abstract)

This study did derive a characteristic of a cover design
through considering a concept, a function and
components of a cover design based on a literature
study and through analyzing cases of the best-seller
cover designs for the literature section from 1999 to
2002. In terms of a reader's preference for a cover
design according to an age and sex of a reader, it tried
to suggest a condition and a method of a book-cover
design through a qusstionnaire survey and the image
gvaluation.

In a survey of the preference for a cover design, there
was the difference of interest degree in a kind of a
hook, a place to buy a book and a cover design
according to an age and sex. In addition, it was shown
that a weman prefers the stylish typography, and beth a
man and a woman prefer the cool coler. However,
except these two, the reason why there is no difference
in preference for  visual elements are that a cover
design is an integrative image comprising several
elements. Accordingly, through the Semantic Differential
Method, it caried out the evaluation as to a cover
design as an integrative image. As a result of that, an
abstract image was shown to be difficult to convey a
meaning hecause of its fall in clarity. Further, a cover
design mainly comprising the stylish typography gained
the high evaluation in unigue and clarity. It is thought to
he aftributable to the easiness to achieve a goal of
seeing and reading in a cover design in which an image
and the typography are balanced, rather than the
gxcessive visual Even though the visual is excellent,
there was difference from what having besn excellent in
conveying a meaning, which is a functicnal aspect.

This study tried to examine, limiting it only to a visual
element. It will be hereafter required to proceed with a
study on the influence con a reader's preference accerding
to material, bookbinding and a form of book which are
elements comprising a cover design.
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visual factors, reader's preference, book cover design
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