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This study examined the impact of newspaper scale on the use of local
government’s news releases by local newspapers. Thus, to see the
impact, the four local newspapers and the local government’s news
releases were content-analyzed. Further, through a depth interview, this
study tried to understand local journalists’ thoughts on using the news
releases published by local government.

This study hypothesized a negative relationship between the
newspaper scale and the degree of the use of news release, between the
scale and the dependent rate on the news releases, and proposed a
positive relationship between the scale and the writing styles(neutral,
negative, neutral, positive). The research results supported the first two
hypotheses, and the third partially. Thus, the greater the newspaper
scale, the higher the degree of the use of news release by local
newspaper. And the greater the scale, the higher the dependent rate
on the news releases. In addition, the smaller newspaper in the scale
showed more positive and negative writing styles than the larger did.
On the other hand, the larger newspaper tend to have more neutral
writing style than the smaller did. The interviewee also indicated, in
terms of newspaper scale, there was diverse perspectives on the use of
news release
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