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A Phenomenological Study
on the experience of the physically abused children

Ko, Me Young
(Seoul Theological University)

This study is conducted to understand the meanings and nature of the
experience of the physically abused children. This is a phenomenological study
utilizing van Manen's method to present the children’s inner weorld.

The participants for this study were 10 children, in the age of 8 to 12, who were
physically abused by their parents. Data were collected by using semi-structured
interviews by the weorkers who regurally contacted children at the service agencies.
Data were analyzed by using ‘line by line’ reflection by tweo graduate level students
and by the researcher. FEight essential themes were drawn and used for the
phenomenolegical understanding which reveals the meanings given by the children
experiencing abuse. There were some suggestions for the abuse counsellors based on
these findings.

Key words: child abuse, abuse experiences, phenomenological study, qualitative

research, abuse counselling
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