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The Characteristics and Determinants of Welfare Attitudes

Rvu, Jin—Seok
{Chungnam Naticnal University)

This paper examines the characteristics and determinants of welfare attitudes in
Korea. Based on Survey data, this study focuses mainly on how social-econemic
position variables, welfare status and welfare compliances influence attitudes towards
welfare. Welfare attitudes can be classified by five areas as follows: legitimacy of
welfare functions, affordability of welfare costs, need-based welfare principles,
responsibility of welfare provision and adequacy of welfare spending.

There are the major findings. First, attitudes towards welfare is identified
state-friendly or pro-welfare attitudes. Second, among the secial-economic position
variables, welfare status and welfare norms variables, welfare compliance has
statistically the most significant effects on welfare attitudes. Third, the level of
pro-welfare attitudes is largely determined by welfare norms and images espoused
by individuals. These findings suggest that we can not apply cleavages thesis which
are developed by studies on the support for welfare state.

Key words: welfare attitudes, social-economic peositions, welfare interests, welfare

compliance
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