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(3) An exhaustive calibration shall be performed at least
every two years in accordance with sections 4.1.2; 4.1.3;
4143;42;44.1;442; 44.3; and 4.5 of the American
National Standard Specification for Audiometers, S3.6-
1969. Test frequencies below 500Hz and above 6000Hz
may be omitted from this calibration.

(i) Hearing protectors.

(1) Employers shall make hearing protectors available to
all employees exposed to an 8-hour time-weighted
average of 85 decibels or greater at no cost to the

employees. Hearing protectors shall be replaced as
necessary.

(2) Employers shall ensure that hearing protectors are

‘worn,

(DBy an employee who is required by paragraph (b)1)
of this section to wear personal protective equipment;

and

(2)By any employee who is exposed to an 8-hour time-
weighted average of 85 decibels or greater, and who : @
Has not yet had a baseline audiogram established
pursuant to paragraph (g)(5)(2) or (b Has experienced a
standard threshold shift.

(3) Employees shall be given the opportunity to select
their hearing protectors from a variety of suitable
hearing protectors provided by the employer.
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(4) The employer shall provide training in the use and
care of all hearing protectors provided to employees.

(5) The employer shall ensure proper initial fitting and
supervise the correct use of all hearing protectors.

(j) Hearing protector attenuation.

(1) The employer shall evaluate hearing protector
attenuation for the specific noise environments in which
the protector will be used. The employer shall use one of
the evaluation methods described in Appendix B :
Methods for Estimating the Adequacy of Hearing
Protection Attenuation.

(2) Hearing protectors must attenuate employee
exposure at least to an 8-hour time-weighted average of
90 decibels as required by paragraph (b) of this section.

(3) For employees who have experienced a standard
threshold shift, hearing protectors must attenuate
employee exposure to an 8-hour time-weighted average
of 85 decibels or below.

(4) The adequacy of hearing protector attenuation shall
be re-evaluated whenever employee noise exposures
increase to the extent that the hearing protectors
provided may no longer provide adequate attenuation.
The employer shall provide more effective hearing

protectors where necessary.
(K) Training program.

(1) The employer shall institute a training program for
all employees who are exposed to noise at or above an
8-hour time-weighted average of 85 decibels, and shall

ensure employee participation in such program.

(2) The training program shall be repeated annually for
each employee included in the hearing conservation
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program. Information provided in the training program
shall be updated to be consistent with changes in

protective equipment and work processes.

(3) The employer shall ensure that each employee is
informed of the following:

(DThe effects of noise on hearing ;

(2) The purpose of hearing protectors, the advantages,
disadvantages, and attenuation of various types, and

instructions on selection, fitting, use, and care ; and

) The purpose of audiometric testing, and an
explanation of the test procedures.

(1) Access to information and training materials.

(1) The employer shall make available to affected
employees or their representatives copies of this
standard and shall also post a copy in the workplace.

(2) The employer shall provide to affected employees
any informational materials pertaining to the standard
that are supplied to the employer by the Assistant

Secretary.

(3) The employer shall provide, upon request, all
materials related to the employer’s training and
education program pertaining to this standard to the
Assistant Secretary and the Director.

(m) Recordkeeping.

(1) Exposure measurements. The employer shall
maintain an accurate record of all employee exposure

measurements required by paragraph (d) of this section :
(2) Audiometric tests.

(D The employer shall retain all employee audiometric
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test records obtained pursuant to paragraph (g) of this
section :

) This record shall include : @ Name and job
dassification of the employee ; () Date of the audiogram
; (© The examiner’s name ; (@ Date of the last acoustic or
exhaustive calibration of the audiometer ; and (¢)
Employee’s most recent noise exposure assessment. ()
The employer shall maintain accurate records of the
measurements of the background sound pressure levels

in audiometric test rooms.

(3) Record retention. The employer shall retain records
required in this paragraph (m) for at least the following
periods.

(D Noise exposure measurement records shall be
retained for two years.

(2) Audiometric test records shall be retained for the
duration of the affected employee’s employment.

(4) Access to records. All records required by this section
shall be provided upon request to employees, former
employees, representatives designated by the individual
employee, and the Assistant Secretary. The provisions of
29 CFR 1910.20 (a)-(e) and (g)-(i) apply to access to
records under this section.

(5) Transfer of records. If the employer ceases to do
business, the employer shall transfer to the successor
employer all records required to be maintained by this
section, and the successor employer shall retain them for
the remainder of the period prescribed in paragraph (m)
(3) of this section.

(n) Appendices.

(1) Appendices A, B, C, D and E to this section are
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incorporated as part of this section and the contents of
these Appendices are mandatory.

(2) Appendices F and G to this section are informational
and are not intended to create any additional obligations
not otherwise imposed or to detract from any existing
obligations.

(0) Exemptions. Paragraphs (c) through (n) of this
section shall not apply to employers engaged in oil and
gas well drilling and servicing operations.

(p) Startup date. Baseline audiograms required by
paragraph (g) of this section shall be completed by
March 1. 1984.
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