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Neurocognitive Functions in Posttraumatic Stress Disorder

Sun-Kook Kim, M.D.," Kang-Joon Lee, M.D., Ph.D.,"" Seung-Hwan Lee, M.D., Ph.D.,”
Min Nam, M.D., Ph.D.,” Young-Cho Chung, M.D., Ph.D.”

| ABSTRACT I

bjective The differences of various neurocognitive functions, including attention, memory, motor function,
O and higher cognitive function were compared between PTSD patients and normal control subjects. Also,

correlation with PTSD symptom severity and neurocognitive functions were evaluated between PTSD
patients and normal control subjects.

Method We assessed the neurocognitive functions by computerized neurocognitive test(CNT) batteries. The
visual continuous performance test(CPT) and digit span test, finger tapping test and Wisconsin card sorting
test(WCST) were executed. The Impact of Event Scale—Revised(IES—R) was used in the evaluation of the
severity of PTSD.

Result The PTSD patients showed significantly impaired neurocognitive performance in all of the items,
compared with normal control subjects. The relation between impairment in neurocognitive functions and
symptom severity showed significant correlations.

Conclusion[] These results imply that PTSD patients have impaired neurocognitive functions concerning with
specific brain areas, especially the frontal area. For the thorough evaluation of further neurocognitive functions,
more detailed evaluation items of neurocognitive functions and brain imaging studies are necessary in the
future study.
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Table 1. Demographic datain PTSD patients and normal control subjects

PTSD

Normal conftrols

(N=30) (N=30) df t/x 2 P
Age(years) 35.60+ 7.22 33.36+ 5.64 58 —1.334 0.187 N.S.
Education(year) 11.87+ 2.22 12.57+ 1.87 58 1.320 0.192N.S.
1Q 102.40+ 7.99 105.10+ 3.81 58 1.672 0.100 N.S.
Sex
Male 13 14 1 0.067 0.795N.S.
Female 17 16

PTSDO Posttraumatic stress disorder, N.S.0 stafistically not significant(p=05)
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Table 2. A comparisons of PTSD patients and normal controls on DS, VCPT, WCST and FT

Measure PTSD Normal controls
(N=30) (N=30) t P

DS FOR 580+ 1.58 7.87+ 0.43 6.890 0.000
DS BACK 387+ 122 6.23+ 1.01 8.180 0.000
VCPT CR 118.17+ 30.03 133.53+ 2.37 2.794 0.007
VCPT OE 23.77+ 43.61 3.35+ 2.70 —2.755 0.007
VCPT CE 25.44+ 4157 3.03+ 2.96 -2.799 0.007
WCSTCA 480+ 1.52 6.00+ 0.00 4.331 0.000
WCST PE 124.90+ 195.98 9.43+ 3.72 -3.227 0.002
WCST NPE 118.67+ 200.31 5.47+ 425 -3.095 0.003
FTR 4532+ 7.92 54.45+ 4.53 5.481 0.000
FTL 41.45+ 7.86 50.72+ 3.77 5.824 0.000

PTSDO Posttraumatic stress disorder

DS FORO Digit span forward, DS BACKO Digit span backward
VCPT CRO Visual continuous performance test, correct response
VCPT OEQ Visual continuous performance test, omission error
VCPT CEQO Visual continuous performance test, commission error
WCST CAO Wisconsin card sorting test, categories achieved
WCST PEO Wisconsin card sorting test, perseverative error

WCST NPEQ Wisconsin card sorting test, nonperseverative error
FT RO Finger Tapping Right, FT LO Finger Tapping Left

Table 3. Correlations among variables of neurocognitive functions and PTSD symptom severity in PTSD patients

DS DS VCPT VCPT VCPT WCST WCST WCST FT FT

FOR BACK CR OE CE CA PE NPE R L
IES— R#
PC =511 612" —.646™  707** 709 —.623* 560" 560**  — 641 — 550"
P .004 .000 .000 .000 .000 .000 .001 .001 .000 .002

**[] p<.01, #0O IES-RO The Impact of Event Scale-Revised, PCO Pearson correlation, PO p-value
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0000 O0(The Impact of Event Scale—Revised)
0 00 PTSD OO0 OOO0O0OO O ODOOO Pear-
son 0000 OO O0O0O O 30 OO0 OO0 00.0d
0 0000 000 IES-R OO0 OO0 DOoOOO
aooo.

1z

0000 PTSDO OO0 00000, 0000, 00
0 0000,0000 00 00 00000 000 O
000 0000 00002 0 ooo 0o 00
0 00 0000 000 000O0o.

000 00 00 0000 00000 00000 O

O0-000 0000 (fronto—striatal neural system)
0 0000 000 0ot

0 00000 00 0000 0000 000, 00
0 000 0000 PTSD 0000 000 OO0 O
00 000 00000, 00 00000 0000, O
000, 00000 0000 000 00000, 000
00000 000 00 0000 0000 00 00
0000 400 00 000 0000, 000 000
00000 500 0000 000 00 000 000
D000 0000 000 0 000 00*0 ooo
0,0 00000 DO00O0 500 0000 000
00 00 000 000 000 000 00 000 O
0 000,000 00000 00 00000@ 2).
000 000 00 000 000 0000 00 00
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0 000 000000 0000 000 000 00
000,00 000 00 00 00 000 00000 O
00 000 0 0 000 00 0 00000 00
00,0000 00 000 0000 000 0000,
00 0000 000 000 0000 000 0000
0D 00 0 000 00 000 0000 000 00
00 0000 00 0000 000 0000 00 O
000 000 0o oo®

00 OO0 0000 0000, Bremner 09700
000 00 PTSDOOO 00000 000 0000
0, Jenkins 0°0 00000 OO0 00 00000
0000 OO0 000 000 000 00000 00
00 000 00,00 000 PTSDO OO0 O O
00 000 000 000. biamond 0°®0 0000
0 000 OO 0000 000 000 00 000 O
00 00, 0000 OO0 0000 000000 00
0 00 00 000 0000 00000 000 00
0 000 000.000 000®*®0 o ooo o
00 000000, Yehuda 0°P0 000 OO PTSD
00000 00 000, 0000, 000 00 000
0 00 OO0 000,000 000 0000 000
0000 0000 0 00 000 000 000.00
Wolfe 0°®0 PTSDOOO OO0 000 00O OO
0 0000 0000, 000 000 000 000 O
00000 0000 00,000 000 000 00
00000 000 00000 0000 00 00 00,

ool ob 0ob ooubo oobob ooo oo
oo ooo.

00 000 (dorsal medial nucleus of thalamus)O
Jodb 00 00 0bo oo oo oo, oo
dodo oo, 000 bob bo oboo ooo o
O 000 00 00 000000 (reverberation neural
circuit) 000 00O 00O 000 OO00O0O OO0 O
00 00.% Freedman 0°’0 00000 0000
00 0O (inferior frontal convexity)D 00O 00000 O
aooo.

000 00bd obdb bobdg, Bremner 0%®
00 000 obo bob ooo oo oog PET
godo, 0 00 00D bobob obob boo
000 (anterior prefrontal cortex), 00 O O (posterior
cingulate gyrus), 0000 (motor cortex)l 0 OO0
00000 oboooo. oo pTsbd 0OooOo oo
0o0®™®0 oooo, PTSDOOO0 00000 OO0
o0 oo obob bob b0 oobo booo, o
00 0000 00 OO0 dimbic system), OO, O
OO (temporal lobe) OO0 OO0 OOO, 0 OOO
00 0 000 0o oooo,obob ooo boo
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0. dob0b oobdbo boob, oboo booo
000 000 0bOboo obo ooooooo oog,
U0 ooob oub oobo Oobo obbo oo
0 000000 0 00® 0oooo 00000 000
0 00O OO0 ooob bob oooo oooboo
0 0b 0bobd 0obobo obo goog boo
00 0 0 0o.00 PTSDOOOOO OOO0O oo
0 0bdb 000 0ob bobo obog boboo
002 000 000 0000000 00000 00
dododo ooo oooo oo oo oog ooo
O.00O(asal ganglia) OOOOO OOO OO O
0000 000 0ooo ooo ooo ooo ooo
000, 00 00-00 00 (cortical frontotemporal
zones)l 000000 (diencephalic reticular systems)
U0 000 0oboo bobbo bob obo o goo
0 000 g pooo ooo oo®*o ooo,
0000, D00 (parietal lobe) 00 OO0OODO OO
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0, 000000, 000 OO0 000 000 000,
00, 000 OO0 OO0, 0000 (ascending, de-
scending pathway)d OO OO O0O00O OO0 OO
000 0000 000 00000 0O0.

0 000 0000 0000 00 00000 000
00000, 0000,00 000,000 000 00
00 PTSDOO OO0 OO0 OO0 000 00O
00.00000 1250 0000 000 000 00
D00 00%0 oooooO, 0 00000 000
D000 0000, 0000 000 00 000 00
000(@ 2). 00 PTSDOOOO 0OOOO0 OO
00 000 0000 000.00 0000 0000
0000 OO0 000 000 0000,0 00 000
00,0000 000 oooo.® oooo ooo, O
000, 0000000 000 00 00 000 00
03 00 00 0ooo 0000 (superior parietal
lobe), 00O, 0000 (anterior cingulate gyrus), O
00, 0000 (right frontal lobe) 00 000089
D00 0000 000,00 00,000 000 0
0 00000 0000 0000 000 000,20
000 00 00000 000 000 000,00 O
0000, 0000 000 0000 000 0000
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0 00000 000 000 00,000 000 O
000, 00000 0000 0000 PTSD 0000
0 000 000 PTSDO OO0 OOO OO0 OO
000 000 000 0O 00 0000 000 000
03 poo 00 0o0*™*00 0ooo 0000
D000 00 00000 0000 00 000, 00,
000, 000, 0000 0000 0000 0 000
0 000 0000 000 000 000 000 00
0 000000 000 0 000 000, 00000
D000 00 00 000 000 0000 00 00
0 000 O 0000 00000 000 00000
000 0O0-000 000 000 000 00 O 0
00 000 O 0OO0.

0 00 00 00 0000 0000, Vasterling,
Brailey 0°®0 000 PTSD OO0 0OOOO OO
000, 00 000 0000 0000 0000 OO0
0 00000,00 0000 00-000 000 00
000 000 0000 PTSD OO0 00000 OO0

0. Posner 0°%0 PET 0000 000D OO0 OO
000 0000 0000,000000 000 000
000000 000 00000 0000, 00000
00000 00 00 0000 00000 0000 O
0D000.0 0000000 000 0o®o00 oo
00,000 00000 000 000 00000, O
O O0O0O0O, 00000 OO0 (dorsolateral prefrontal
cortex), 0000 (superior temporal gyrus), OO0
(caudate nucleus), 000 (thalamic nucle)J0 0O OO
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000 0000 00 00 PTSD 0000 000
0000 0000 0000 00 000 000 000.
00000 00, 00,00,00 O 00000 OO
000 000 000 0000 000000 000
00.00 000 00, 00000 00, 0000 O
0 00000 0000%* goo 0oo0 000
000 000000 000 000 0000 00 00
00 000 000 0 0 00.00 0000,0 00
00 000 000, 0000 00000 00000
0D000 0000 0 00.0000 0000 00 O
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000 00 000 00000 000 000, 00
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000 000 0000 00 00 0000 0000
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0 000 000 0000 000 O 00.00000
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00 000 0000 000000 00 00 00
0000 0000 00000 000.000 00
0000 00 0000 000 000 000 00
0 000 0000 OO0 000 0000 000 00
00 000 000 0000. 000 000 0000
000 00 000 000 O 00, WCSTO O 00
0 00000 000 000 000 000 00 00
0D0® 0 000 00 000 00000 000 PTSD
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