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Analysis on the Current Status and Causes of

5th and 6th Graders’ Internet Addiction

Kyung—-Sun Shin, Miheon Jo
Dept. of Computer Education, Cheongju National University of Education

ABSTRACT

With the rapid increase of Internet users, Internet addiction has become a significant social
issue. As Internet surfers become much younger than before, Internet addiction influences
even elementary school students. While studies about adolescents’ addiction are available,
studies on the Internet addiction of elementary school students are very limited. The
purpose of this study is to grasp the realities of 5th and 6th graders’ Internet addiction,
and to analyze the factors affecting Internet addiction. The result of this study shows that
22.9 percent of the sample students are in the stage of early addiction. In addition, the
degree of Internet addiction is significantly different by some factors such as gender,
grade, surfing time and purpose, satisfaction with parental relationship, conversation
frequency among family members, relationship with friends, and satisfaction with school
life. In addition, the results of the multiple regression indicate that surfing time, satisfaction
with parental relationship, and conversation frequency among family members are important
factors, which affect students’ Internet addiction.
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