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A Study on the Production of a Corset in the Late Renaissance Age
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Full-time Instructor, Dept. of Fashion and Textile Design, Seoil College

Abstract

The considerations on the costumes of the past, which have been conducted to the present for the
purpose of creating a new design, are not just a simple imitation, but playing a role as a re-creation of
fashion. A corset, one of the underwear items, has an important role to exaggerate, emphasize, or modify
the beauty of a human body. It also contributes to form a beautiful silhouette of the outerwear.
Specifically, the role of a corset today is more than a physical modification: making an underwear into
an outerwear; using detailed decorations or materials of an underwear in the part of other garments. In
doing these, decorative functions of costumes have been more and more emphasized.

Therefore, a study on the composition or design of a corset would be an important study on the
garment item that reflects fashions required by this age. The significance of the study is in its potential to
provide reference materials needed in creating new underwear designs or the designs that can be made
into outerwear products, by trying and producing a corset of the past.

To make the corset, the definition of underwear and the characteristics of a corset were explored based
on the review of the materials in the foreign museums, relevant photographs, and literature. The corset was
made after understanding its minute details and examining its patterns. Pattern drawing was carried out
using a Pattern CAD. As an intial phase of reproducing the corsets in the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries, the
scope of the present study was limited to the late Renaissance age, when corsets began to appear.

Key words: corset(Z41), reproducing(Xi{£d), underwear(&%)
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