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Abstract

In this study | surveyed the dress and the color symbolism of Scarlett and Melanie in the movie “Gone
with the Wind” based on the novel by Margaret Mitchell. In investigating the dress and the color
symbolism, | analyzed Scarlett and Melanie’s image as described in the novel, and examined how the
symbolic imagery is represented through coloration based on the DVD reproduction of the movie “Gone

with the Wind'’ originally produced in 1939.

In her novel, the author Margaret Mitchell introduced two women, Scarlett and Melanie, whose
respective image sharply contrasts with each other. To express Scarlett’s young, vigorous, lusty, and
vivacious image, she uses green to depict the character, clothing, and background on the whole. Black,
which mainly expresses the death image of the mourning dress. Red symbolizes her fast and lavish
image. On the other hand, gray is used to describe Melanie’s sedate, shyness, and modest image while
alluding to her gloomy atmosphere. Brown symbolizes her sedate and plain image in the novel.

In the movie, green symbolizes Scarlett’s overwhelming image of youth and liveliness as also depicted
in the novel. Melanie, however, seems to appear consistently in gray-blue or purple dresses to reflect her
image of modesty, sedation and dignity. Melanie’s blue image contrasts with Scarlett’s blue image in that
the latter is used to hint at the omen to a tragedy to come. Red is used to express Scarlett’s passionate
and fast image. Black symbolizes death or mourning in the movie.
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Her eyes were pale green without a touch of
hazel, (i, p. 5)-- &2 -~ The green eves in carefully
sweet face were turbulent, lusty with life, (i, p. 5)

T2 CHIMO| 3% AJ0[X] 42 oMol

e,

bl

[ p 1) - &2 - ZAAZD B2
FROIME 1 =AM eioke 520800
L, p

7
= HEfLHD U0, (XIBA <

0z 1R

SHIE - FEM/HIZU

That family needs new blood, fine vigorous blood
like my red heads or your Scarlett. (v, p. 92)-- &
2f -her flounces and ruffles billowing about her
and two inches of green morocco slippers (vi, p. 102)
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She had superb _health and energy, and Charles's
people did their best to make her happy.(vii, p.
157)
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712k (K@t <), p. 197)

If only she were Scarlett OHara again, out there
on the floor in an e - green dress with dark -
reen velvet ribbon ngling from her bosom and
tuberoses in her black hair — she lead that reel.

(ix, p. 190)
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the dull-green velvet of the bonnet made her eyes
startlingly bright, almost emerald colored And the
dress was incomparable, so rich and handsome
looking and yet so dignified! (xxxiv, p. 557)

Oh=AN Hilbl GX[= 140 %=0f 7o ofnjt=4lo)|

StAfet ZAE =1 UACH EAE SAAED L0t6t
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p. 71)

SN NIRICHLOI &=t B ST TR



SHEIMH[ZUABIY] AI7H 5%

Fe M| s 52 Ean A2 Scarleliol|
1 N2 S&eks 20| =Al(dull green) Sl
ZXtolct, 0 B2Xt= Hamilton2|

Mate FIM SaAs Yn =

zg02 M= 4

StH XL
Scarlettol 7| FH2x M7|1E lZoF F71918h Rhett7t
M=o AOIUCE O47|M Scarlett0] #= FHa, &7|
59 MZM0| OA EMSIIZS B0FT| 2l

greenO| OF:l dull-greene 2 HFIRHCY
THigfat &7 AREXICHOIM Scarlett2 QIS 2

e SEU=2l Hololl A0M= =A0| SEH
=L 2E £0IM =M2 Scarlette] 4ZA21 0]0|X|
HATS sl MelCt OI**OHH ATE Hiet 20| =
M2 Scarlette] CHEAQI OlOjX|Ql "H2', M7 AU
=
[s)

WIS ARIKICHLOIAS £2 N=o| AEo
2 ASMO| LIERTE B2 Nuste geme X

Frequently Rhett pointed out to Scarlett the
inconsistency of her wearing black mourning_clothes
when she was participating in all social activities.
(xiii, p. 239-240)
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She buttoned her black basgue up to the chin
and pinned down the collar with Pittypat's mourning
brooch. (xxxxvii, p. 816)
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She had a cloud of curly dark hair which was so
sternly repressed beneath its net that no vagrant

tendrils escaped, ---(vi, p. 104)
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of gt 29 HePPIEE 20X Al AT (XIGXRE &,
| p. 132)

The little room, cheaply furnished in black
walnut, was in semidarkness, the lamp shaded with
a_newspaper. (xxxxxxi, 996)
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Melanie lay in the bed, her figure under the
counterpane shrunken and flat like a little girl's.
Two black braids fell on either side of her face and
her closed eyes were sunken in twin purple circles -+ &
2f - there was a pinched look about the nose.
(xxxxxxi, 996)
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He pulled out a red bandanna handkerchief and
handed it to her and she wiped her eyes and
began to smile tremulously. (xxxv, p. 587)
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satin sash, (vi, 104) - &&F - There was a sedate
dignity about her movements that was oddly
touching and far older than her seventeen years.
(iv, p. 104) -+ &= ---Melanie was like her aunt in

ZXE 9,1, p. 108)

Scarlett is a flighty, fast bit of baggage.
(xx00000cxviii, p. 854)

AZEE Zufetn CHAGHA| St LZolok (X1E many ways. she had her shyness her sudden
AL p. 441 blushes, her modesty. (viii, p. 155)
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250 == (LS 22 MO ‘Alx
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I tell you I dont want anything tacky and old— ¢ e=2 Foln 95 2 L} (XA, 1 p. 196)

fashioned looking. And inside lets have red wall
paper _and red velvet portieres over all the folding
doors (xxxxviii, p. 849)

The two—story red-brick city hall had survived
the burning of the city. But it looked forlorn and
unkempt under the gray sky (xxxiv, p. 559)

U BAR TAZ2IS YEX| 40, T2l o
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‘It is very necessary that everyone shall be 071N BIAHS ‘225t Ho|7] o Af

=)
envious? Well, if you like they shall be green. But, _ _
’ / ’ M 013 YAl 0j2HEe Scarletio] 223 A

Scarlett, has it occurred to you that it's hardly in
CMoz HoiFET Uk

good t to furnish the house on so lavish a

scale when everyone is so poor?” ( XXXXXXXXXXViil,
p. 849)

(5) ZA(Brown)

L=

She was a tiny, -+ &&F --almost frightened look
in her too large brown eyes (vi, p. 103~104)
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A= ZX] SRS AZE AIZIS0] TS Zgts Y - &2 - it was a sweet, timid face but a plain

Q= ol Follct I3 ARRAR R FAlS TS X2 = face, and she had no feminine tricks of allure to

= 20| £2 F0|= OfL|2t Mz 2 A glA? make observers forget its plainness. (iv, p. 104)
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Her heavy earbobs with their long gold fringe
(4) &|M(Gray) hung down from loops of tidily netted hair,

swinging close to her brown eyes when brown leaves

MelanieQ| ‘xtESlsedate), ‘Bl(dignity), U - rouah et water (v 10
- , . shine up through quiet water. (vi,
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Her gray organdie dress with its cherry — colored =0 ZHM Lbol0| x5 AHH0| HWH ahEel o] A
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