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Aesthetic Value of Korean National Parks’ Landscape: Its Appreciation
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Abstract

Natural resources managers have considered the landscape without detailed consideration of
aesthetic values of the landscape and geomorphological significance of unique landforms. Since
EIA system was introduced in 1981, values associated with landscape protection have been
neglected at best compared with those values traditionally attributed to environmental
protection, including clean air, water quality and species protection. Black top highways are
being built without consideration of harmful effects to the sea cliffs. Sea walls and tetrapod are
being installed to protect the coastal towns and fish markets for tourist. However, beach itself
are experiencing accelerated erosion due to the shortage of proper coastal engineering expertise.
Hotels and condominiums are under construction on a massive scale around the national parks,
which substitute the scenic ridges with concrete profiles. To protect the scenic beauty of
national parks, their design and construction material should be more harmonious with the
surroundings. Therefore, visual impact assessment should be applied both within the national
park boundary and beyond to enhance the aesthetic values of national parks.
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