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Abstract

The Master Plan of Natural Environment Conservation in Korea by Ministry of Environment
has been carried out since 1986. The 2nd 10-year survey started in 1997, and there are three
major parts in the Master Plan : First, the basic natural environment survey, second, sites in
special features of ecological characteristics such as uninhabitable islands, wetlands, etc, and
third, biological species featuring status of habitat, and population dynamics. However the
information in the Master Plan is very fragmented and collected data are not so abundant due
to insufficient man-power and unsynchronized survey time/season. In this regard this paper
examined the similar National Biological Survey in USA and compared the differences with the
Master Plan in Korea. The Master Plan in Korea should separate the management zone based
on hydrological characteristics, and in each zone we should set a management goal in the long
term basis. Secondly the species list is not so meaningful that we must concentrate more on
research activities. In each taxonomical group we set up hypotheses and research goals. Thirdly
local residents and communities should be involved in research so that enhanced biological

diversity should benefit people in areas. Lastly legislation and laws should be reexamined and
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rectified to provide information to the managers that deals with natural resources, expecially

when conflicting with economic matters.

Key words : Master Plan, National Biological Survey, Biological diversity, Conservation, Korea
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