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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the effects of the attachment to mothers and peers and the
depression on the adolescent delinquency. The subjects were 516 eleventh grade students in the liberal and the
commercial high schools in Busan. The subjects rated on questionnaires by themselves regarding the attachment
to mothers and peers, the depression and the latent delinquency. The major findings of this study were as
follows: 1) Adolescents in the commercial high school had more delinquency rate than those in the liberal high
school. And the male adolescent had more delinquency rate than the female one. 2) The attachment to mothers
and the kind of high school attended significantly predicted the male adolescent’s depression. The attachment to
mothers and peers significantly predicted the depression of the female adolescent. The relative influence of the
attachment to mothers on the prediction of male and female adolescent’s depression was the strongest among all
the varibles. 3) The kind of high school had a first direct effect on the male and female adolescent’s delinquency
rates and was the first contribution factor. The attachment to mothers had both direct and indirect negative effect
for female and an indirect negative effect for male on the adolescent delinquency rate through depression. But
the attachment to peers had a direct positive effect on both male and female adolescent'’s delinquency.
Depression had a direct effect on male adolescent delinquency.

Key words : attachment, depression, adolescent delinquency
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