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Abstract

The subjects of this comparison of institutionalized and home-reared preschool children’s
emotional knowledge and interpersonal problem solving strategies were 38 institutionalized
(23 boys and 15 girls) and 39 home-reared (15 boys and 24 girls) preschool children.
Assessment of emotional knowledge consisted of identification tasks and situation tasks.
Interpersonal problem solving included forceful, prosocial, and manipulative strategies. Results
showed that institutionalized children were lower than home-reared children in emotional
knowledge; that is, they had lower scores than home-reared children in situation task.
Institutionalized children used more forceful strategies than home-reared children, and
home-teared children used more prosocial strategies than institutionalized children. Emotional
knowledge was positively related to their prosocial strategies and negatively related to forceful

strategies.
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