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Abstract

The 120 participants of this study were 5- and 9-year-old children and their mothers.
Children responded to 24 prosocial moral reasoning dilemmas and 8 prosocial decision-making
tasks. Mothers’ prosocial moral reasoning was assessed with questionnaires. Level of moral

reasoning was higher in distant than in close relationships. 5-year-olds in preoperational stage

used the complex situational cues in their reasoning, and prosocial moral reasoning of

9-year-olds was positively related to mothers’ prosocial moral reasoning in the situation with

conditions of distant relationship, low costs, and internal responsibility. Children made more

helping decisions in close than in distant relationship situations, low rather than high cost

situations, and external rather than internal responsibility situations. 5-year-olds whose mothers

were high in level of prosocial moral reasoning were more helpful.

Key Words : 31A}3]2 =% 3&(prosocial moral reasoning), XIA}5A o] A}2 % (prosocial
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