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A Critical Review on C. Norberg Schulz’s
Theory of the ‘Placeness’

- Centering around Heidegger’'s Thought of “Openness” -

Lee, Seung—-Heon
(Youngsan University)
Lee, Dong—Eon

(Pusan University)
Abstract

Schulz accepted the existentialist view based on Heidegger's thought and at the same time the
objectivist view making fixed this living world, evoking controversies for discussion. He could not
see various presentations of the meaning of place because he perceived elements of this world
individually. Thus Schulz’'s mixed system of understanding is sternly different from Heidegger's
thought.

First, Heidegger suggests that place as existential space represents the occasion revelation of
incidents in Dasein. While Schulz recognizes that place is a systematic space predetermined for
Dasein. Second, Heidegger interprets the placeness as creative openness in which elements
comprising this world face and interact with each other into one. In contrast, Schulz defines each
of the elements through signification and regards it as invariable and static. Third, Heidegger
perceives that the placeness is expressed with sustainable, complex images through "rift-design”
which seeks dynamic interactions between the ground and the world. While Schulz attempts to
take "Genius Loci” or "habituated scene” through "gathering” as a concept he regards static and
then visualize such structural two factors, producing certain internal images of place.

However, limits of Schulz’'s theory prevent us from exerting complete imagination and
discovering the inner creative world of the object. Thus the ultimate goal of paying attention to
the placeness, that is, the recovery of individual identity, fails due to the prevalence and
abstraction of objectified thinking. In contrast, Heidegger's thought about "openness” is a useful
means of realizing the placeness. Openness may be referred to a dynamic coordination in which
the earth and the world sustain each other under incessant mutual tensions, but not sticking o
each other. "Rift-design” is an openness strategy to cause tense relations by preventing
structuralization intentively. This is a creative design that allows seeing original seams of the
object.

Keywords : C. Norberg-Schulz, Martin Heidegger, Place, Placeness, Dasein, Openness, Rift-design
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