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Comparison of Geological Terminology Used in South and North Korea
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Abstract: Geological terminology used in Korea, which has been politically separated for the last 50 years, were
compared. For this study, geological terminology used in ‘Geology of Korea' published in North Korea (1996), ‘Geology
of Korea’ published in South Korea (1999) and other geological publications were compared. Among the 1272 geological
terminology used in North Korea, 49 are for geochronology, 201 for mineralogy, 199 for petrology, 257 for structural
geology, 93 for paleontology, and 473 for general geology. Out of these geological terminology, 657 (51.7%) have the
same pronunciation and meaning as those used in South Korea, 370 (29.1%) are analogous words, and 245 (19.2%)
cannot be understood because of differences in the means of expression. Differences in geological terminology used in the
two Koreas are thought to be mainly caused by language used only in North Korea, different foreign language
interpretation, different initial law application, new connecting word construction, and influence from different cultures.
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Fig. 1. Classification of geological terminology used in
North Korea.
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Fig. 2. Difference of geochronological terminology used in
South and North Korea.
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Table 1. Comparison of geochronological terminology used in South and North Korea
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Table 2. Comparison of chrono stratigraphic terminology used in South and North Korea
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Fig. 3. Difference of mineralogical terminology used in
South and North Korea.
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Table 3. Comparison of mineralogical terminology used in South and North Korea
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Fig. 4. Difference of petrological terminology used in South
and North Korea.
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Table 4. Comparison of petrological terminology used in South and North Korea
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Fig. 5. Difference of structural geological terminology used
in South and North Korea.
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Table 5. Comparison of structural geological terminology used in South and North Korea
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Table 6. Comparison of paleontological terminology used in South and North Korea
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Table 8. The cause of differences in geological terminology used in South and North Korea
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