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Abstract: In order to investigate the geochemical characteristics of surface sediments in streams of Gwangju City,
sediment samples from the main stream of Yeongsan river, Hwangryong river, and Gwangjucheon in the city were
collected and analyzed for grain size and metal and organic carbon contents. The sediment types of the streams widely
vary from pebble to mud. The metal contents in the sediments from Yeongsan river and Hwangryong river are mainly
dependent on the grain size of the sediments and the geology around the streams, while the sediments in Gwangjucheon
are controlled by organic matter contents from the domestic sewage. The enrichment factor (EF) and index of
geoaccumulation (Igeo) representing the degree of metal contamination in the sediments are relatively low in the main
stream of Yeongsan river and Hwangryong river. However, those of Gwangjucheon show EF values of P=8.30, Cu=5.54,
7n=14.28 and Pb=7.41 and Igeo values of P=3.78, Cu=2.79, Zn=3.66 and Pb=1.59. The heavy metal contamination is
especially significant near the area where the Seobangcheon and Donggyecheon branches of Gwanjucheon, join.
Therefore, it is suggested that the metallic contaminations of these small streams are significantly influenced by the
domestic sewage of the city.
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Fig. 1. Map showing the study area and sampling sites (YS: Yeongsan river sites, HR: Hwangryong river sites, GJ: Gwangju-
cheon sites, YSC: Yeongsan river core site, HRC: Hwangryong river core site).
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Fig. 2. Geological map around the study area (modified after; MOST, 1997).
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Table 1. Textural parameters of surface sediments in the study area.

Gravel Sand Silt Clay Mean Sorting Skewness Kurtosis Sediment
(%) (%) (%) (%) Mz; ) (c; 0) (ko) (Ko) type

YS1 52.48 47.05 047 0.00 -143 1.69 -0.16 0.69 sG

YS 2 7591 23.74 0.35 0.00 -2.08 1.55 0.39 0.96 sG

YS3 35.11 64.36 032 0.21 -0.90 1.73 -0.38 0.99 sG

YS 4 0.32 97.79 1.24 0.65 1.65 0.77 -0.23 1.43 ®S

YS S 0.00 81.13 11.67 7.20 3.05 2.09 0.60 315 mS

YS 6 6.50 91.93 0.88 0.69 097 1.01 -0.23 1.32 S

YS 7 13.01 79.46 4.74 2.79 0.93 1.92 0.08 1.41 &S

YS 8 5.96 91.61 1.39 1.04 0.18 0.73 -0.02 1.18 eS

YS9 2.51 95.52 1.21 0.76 0.27 0.67 0.09 1.13 S

Min. 0.00 23.74 032 0.00 208 - 0.67 -0.38 0.69 -

Max. 7591 97.79 11.67 7.20 3.05 2.09 0.60 3.15 -

Aver. 2131 7473 247 1.48 0.29 135 0.02 1.36 -

SD 27.19 25.20 370 230 1.59 0.56 0.32 0.71 -

HR 1 58.93 37.04 227 1.76 -1.67 2.51 048 0.77 G

HR 2 39.58 59.94 0.31 0.17 -0.65 1.40 -0.14 0.82 sG

HR 3 74.56 25.00 0.29 0.15 -2.15 1.54 0.22 0.86 sG

HR 4 8.44 87.46 2.84 1.26 1.12 1.56 0.02 091 msG

HR 5 13.11 86.26 0.50 0.13 -0.18 0.79 0.06 1.11 eS

HR 6 82.04 17.75 0.17 0.04 -2.80 1.63 0.63 1.14 gmS

HR 7 14.01 67.04 12.74 6.21 1.67 2.67 0.10 1.19 gmS

HR 8 6.95 83.26 6.38 341 1.20 1.78 0.19 1.70 gS

Min. 6.95 17.75 0.17 0.04 -2.80 0.79 -0.14 0.77 -

Max 82.04 87.46 12.74 6.21 1.67 2.67 0.63 1.70 -

Aver. 37.20 57.97 3.19 1.64 -043 1.74 0.20 1.06 -

SD 31.04 28.13 440 2.18 1.68 0.60 0.25 0.30 -

Gl 1 15.28 83.01 099 0.72 0.03 1.03 -0.01 143 eS

GJ 2 25.28 30.11 31.09 13.52 277 4.38 -0.04 0.72 &M

GI3 0.00 43.40 41.09 15.51 4.85 272 0.25 0.97 sZ

GJ 4 0.00 10.53 62.38 27.09 6.47 233 0.26 0.87 sZ,

GJ 5 7.34 77.13 8.92 6.61 175 2.14 0.26 1.49 gmS

Gl 6 32.39 64.56 1.86 1.19 -0.53 1.31 0.05 1.28 sG

Gl 7 0.00 17.28 47.15 35.57 6.60 2.68 0.00 0.88 sM

GJ 8 5.09 17.99 52.65 24.27 5.30 291 0.02 1.64 &M

GJ 9 332 94.57 1.24 0.87 0.80 0.78 -0.11 1.40 (@S

GJ10 13.33 8645 0.14 0.08 -0.05 0.85 -0.10 1.08 eS

GJ11 32.87 48.71 9.17 925 0.73 3.22 041 1.29 msG

GJ12 10.27 86.43 1.94 1.36 043 111 -0.19 2.73 eS

Min. 0.00 10.53 0.14 0.08 -0.53 0.78 -0.19 0.72 -

Max. 82.04 97.79 62.38 35.57 6.60 438 0.63 3.15 -

Aver. 12.10 55.01 21.55 11.34 243 2.12 0.07 1.32 -

SD 12.14 30.85 23.63 12.07 2.67 I.13 0.18 053 -
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Fig. 3. Triangular diagrams showing sediment types.
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Table 2. Major element contents of the surface sediments in the study area

(unit in %, *ppm)

Station Al Fe Mg Ca Na K Ti* p* Mn*
YS1 3.87 0.85 0.12 046 0.69 2.81 3656 131 387
YS 2 4.19 1.15 0.11 0.78 0.69 2.56 3297 131 387
YS 3 428 1.23 0.11 0.62 0.76 2.79 3776 131 387
YS 4 544 1.73 0.23 1.37 091 2.82 3656 305 387
YS 5 7.04 2.35 043 0.71 094 298 2697 567 465
YS 6 4.90 1.15 0.21 0.61 0.86 3.01 1439 305 232
YS 7 5.20 148 0.25 0.57 0.76 2.88 2458 349 310
YS 8 387 0.66 0.12 0.34 0.66 2.52 779 175 232
YS9 3.70 0.67 .10 0.34 0.52 2.57 899 175 77
Min, 370 0.66 0.10 0.34 0.52 252 779 131 77
Max. 7.04 2.35 043 1.37 0.94 3.01 3776 567 465
Aver. 472 1.25 0.19 0.64 0.75 277 2518 252 318

SD 1.07 0.54 0.11 0.31 0.13 0.18 1206 146 119
HR 1 431 1.02 022 0.36 0.68 2.81 1199 262 310
HR 2 421 0.87 0.16 0.20 0.56 3.02 1259 175 310
HR 3 349 0.69 0.13 0.23 0.50 237 719 131 77
HR 4 5.03 1.06 0.21 0.35 0.79 2.96 1499 175 155
HR 5 5.89 1.70 040 0.23 0.56 3.15 2158 305 232
HR 6 9.07 422 0.78 0.53 1.11 3.10 3357 480 697
HR 7 6.87 2.36 047 0.71 1.31 2.86 2458 349 542
HR 8 434 0.88 0.19 0.32 0.84 246 1199 175 232
Min. 349 0.69 0.13 0.20 0.50 2.37 719 131 77
Max. 9.07 422 0.78 0.71 1.31 3.15 3357 480 697
Aver. 5.40 1.60 0.32 0.37 0.79 2.84 1731 256 319

SD 1.83 1.19 022 0.18 028 0.29 864 118 205
GJ1 7.28 4.34 1.25 1.74 1.19 2.26 3956 829 852
GJ 2 9.61 4.88 1.39 1.66 1.04 2.12 4975 1746 1317
GJ3 9.57 478 1.27 1.68 1.07 2.15 4915 1702 1317
Gl 4 773 3.88 1.03 1.44 0.68 1.72 3896 5979 1549
GJ 5 8.38 402 0.98 1.57 1.02 224 4016 2531 774
GJ 6 6.13 1.77 045 1.07 1.42 232 1678 698 387
Gl 7 6.72 332 0.83 1.61 0.57 1.48 3057 7201 542
Gl 8 7.99 257 0.90 1.03 1.15 227 4316 305 465
GJ9 5.14 1.54 0.35 0.86 0.99 249 1439 655 310
GJI10 5.06 1.14 0.27 0.64 1.02 2.5 1139 262 155
GIl1 5.64 2.19 0.37 1.44 0.77 2.08 1858 786 310
G2 491 143 031 0.79 0.89 2.52 1618 393 232
Min. 491 1.14 0.27 0.64 0.57 1.48 1139 262 155
Max. 9.61 4.88 1.39 1.74 1.42 275 4975 7201 1549
Aver. 7.01 2.99 0.78 1.29 0.98 2.20 3072 1924 684

SD 1.68 1.38 042 0.39 0.23 0.34 1441 2298 477
Ysc! 7.46 2.46 0.46 0.84 1.11 2.78 2577 349 387
HRC? 5.65 1.69 032 0.35 092 2.89 1678 305 310
MC? 8.13 5.00 2.09 3.63 2.83 2.59 4400 1050 950

('YS core mean value, HR core mean value, 3Mean crust value; modified after, uEun, 1998; *Mason and Moore, 1982)
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Table 3. Minor elements, mean grain size and organic carbon contents of the surface sediments in the study area
(unit in ppm, *¢, **%).

*

=

Station  Ba Co Cr Cu Li Ni Sc Sr v Y Zn Zr Pb Cd Mz C
YS1 629 1 3 1 12 3 3 122 19 20 21 273 18 <1 -1.43  0.13
YS2 761 2 2 1 12 2 3 157 25 14 19 321 17 <1 208 0.18
YS3 691 2 3 2 9 3 3 141 26 11 26 337 17 <l 090 0.16
YS4 712 3 10 4 13 4 8 202 35 22 42 292 19 <1 1.65 0.16
YSS5 836 5 21 14 29 15 6 189 37 13 111 229 28 <1 305 085
YS6 824 1 8 2 14 7 4 167 20 8 41 385 19 <1 097 0.16
YS7 735 3 14 9 20 6 5 153 28 12 48 318 21 <1 093 296
YS8 673 0 3 1 13 3 2 137 11 6 21 345 14 <1 0.18 0.13
YS9 681 0 4 1 10 3 2 125 12 5 19 353 14 <] 027 011
Min. 629 0 1 9 2 2 122 11 5 19 229 14 - 208 0.11
Max. 836 5 21 14 29 15 8 202 37 22 111 385 28 - 3.05 2.96
Aver. 727 2 8 4 15 5 4 155 24 12 39 317 18 - 0.29 0.54

SD 70 2 6 5 6 4 2 27 9 6 29 47 4 - 1.60 094

HR1 573 0 7 | 18 5 3 131 17 6 26 329 15 <1 280 015
HR 2 624 0 6 0 16 4 2 118 14 6 25 333 17 <1 -0.65 008
HR 3 487 1 3 0 13 3 2 99 11 4 17 357 13 <] 215 007
HR 4 743 0 9 1 23 5 3 146 15 7 30 334 15 <1 -1.67 0.12
HR 5 610 3 29 7 33 13 6 103 30 17 40 521 25 <1 1.12 052
HR 6 675 9 10 5 48 5 13 172 82 27 79 151 14 <1 1.67 033
HR 7 782 4 17 5 29 8 228 42 10 65 206 21 <1 120 026
HR 8 680 1 4 1 17 3 2 171 14 4 25 325 12 <1 -0.18  0.02
Min. 487 0 3 0 13 3 2 99 11 4 17 151 12 - 280  0.02
Max. 782 9 29 7 48 13 13 228 82 27 79 521 25 - 1.67 052
Aver. 647 2 11 3 25 6 5 146 28 10 38 320 17 - 043 0.19

SD 94 3 9 3 12 3 4 43 24 8 22 109 4 - 1.68 0.17
GJ1 832 12 45 16 50 19 12 289 97 19 80 185 23 <1 0.03 0.29
GI2 719 16 55 66 59 24 15 232 111 23 225 111 46 <1 277 237
GI'3 740 15 52 66 58 24 14 241 108 23 215 131 48 <1 4.85 2.66
Gl4 922 12 69 290 51 67 11 229 75 19 951 82 81 2 647 9.19
GIs 738 11 48 79 51 30 12 242 80 22 337 159 44 1 175 421
Gl6 752 3 16 15 25 10 6 230 37 12 87 267 15 <l 053 057
GI7 677 8 73 250 34 38 9 172 57 17 792 64 80 3 6.60 1728
GI8 756 12 50 13 46 22 12 226 88 22 77 121 17 <1 5.30 1.34
GI9 78 2 19 12 20 8 5 194 30 9 69 210 33 <1 080 059

GJIO 851 2 10 3 17 6 4 181 23 7 36 267 21 <1 -0.05 0.18
GIi1 655 3 20 28 25 11 6 261 49 12 115 252 26 <1 0.73 1.21
GJ12 766 3 13 9 15 9 5 181 30 9 68 286 22 <l 043 033
Min. 655 2 10 3 15 6 4 172 23 7 36 64 15 - 053 0.8
Max, 922 16 73 290 59 67 15 289 111 23 951 286 81 3 6.60 1728
Aver. 766 8 39 71 38 22 9 223 65 16 254 178 38 - 243 3.35

SD 74 5 22 97 17 17 4 35 32 6 303 78 23 - 267 507
YSC 744 8 34 28 25 16 8 183 49 15 50 45 18 - - -

HRC 715 6 24 12 24 12 4 153 31 9 38 37 16 - - -
MC 425 25 100 55 20 75 22 375 135 33 70 165 13 0.2 - -

oM-J =44 J Sy o] fojmEl zjo]E Ak EollA Co, Cr, Cu, Li, Ni, Zn, Pb 9 ttl n)

TAAEo] =7 L}E}uc}(Table 4). ~ol ﬂl
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Fig. 4. Variations of metal contents in the study area.

Table 4. Independent samples t-test of minor elements in the study area.
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(EVA: equal variances assumed, EVNA: equal variances not assumed)
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Table 5. Correlation matrixs in the study area.

Al Fe Ca P Mn Ba Co Cr Cu Ll NI Zn Zr Pb Mean C-org

Al
Fe - 1.00 YS
Ca 06! 100

P 096 087 029 1.00

Mn 055 069 054 032 100

Ba 074 066 027 073 023 100
Co ~ 091 0987 057 078 076 058
Cr 095 08 030 098 037 066 0837

Cu 092 087 021 093 046 059 087 1.00

Li  089:079 010 093 042 065 078 709577 100
Ni 090 080 010 094 036 074 073 091 089
Zn 096 090 026 096 048 070 084 095 094
Zr 061 067 -032 051 074 008 -073 -057 -065
Pb 096 093 035 0937 061 068 091 094 093092 0927709 071 100

Mean 082 069 029 091 006 055 056 087 076 074 080 08 032 071 100

Corg 038 036 -006 045 010 020 045 057 062 054 031 035 -017 043 031 100

HR
1.00
0.68
0.77
069

7100
048 100

0.60 f . 083 027
017 0. 0.19 024
046 079 055 034

054 ¢ 078 040
012 042 013 018 1.00

.96 © 080 10940927 053 (09 S0917 034 100

062 077 051 076 -046 056 0. 01 038 046 064 100

Pb 026 0I5 01l 032 013 020 014 094 074 032 095 028 043 100

Mean 080 075 048 072 068 051 079 082 078 052 080 -026 049 100

Corg 065 059 023 071 040 012 060 092 094 076 ~0907 060 021 079 066 1.00

Al 100
Fe 091 1.
Ca 074 0
P 025
Mn 0."8”3 )
Ba 008
Co 7096
074

Gl

Pb : 038 053
Mean 055 049 ’ ! , 1.00
Corg 018 031 042 097 029 -012 023 : 074090 021 (071089 071 088 074 ] 100

(correlation is significant at the 0.01 level; 2-tailed)
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Table 6. Enrichment factors(EF) and indices of geoaccumulation(Igeo) for metals in the study area.

Fe Na K Ti P Mn Ba Co Cr Cu Li Ni Zn Pb

Min. 028 038 133 037 024 018 227 000 004 004 08 005 053 223

(;i') Max. 054 051 2.28 174 062 086 352 023 024 029 167 023 1.83 284
Aver. 042 046 1.90 100 039 058 302 012 012 010 124 011 087 245

Min. 032 027 107 038 027 0.19 142 000 007 000 1.5t 006 057 099

(21}},) Max. 076 055 225 068 047 067 300 032 040 018 228 024 1L.10 261
Aver. 044 043 176 057 036 048 243 0.1 0.15 006 179 012 078 202

Min. 037 024 069 042 030 026 143 013 016 0.09 124 013 083 1.36

(g‘:]) Max. 097 (66 1.70 100 830 L7t 322 054 088 554 279 094 1428 74]
Aver. 066 042 106 077 205 077 221 035 043 140 208 033 403 338
Min. 249 -1.68 073 231 200 291 -083 - -467 539 206 -358 -198 092

(IYeSo) Max. -065 -083 -047 -003 012 -032 042 - -128  -158 -037 068 057 005
& Aver.  -167 -1.17 -059 083 -124 -101 -062 - =320 417 -145 251 -1.22 058
H Min.  -189 -145 -0.87 -181 -181 -258 -1.14 - -3.58 - -147 258 -175  -1.00
@ R ) Max. 073 008 -046 042 007 058 -046 - -0.31 - 042 047 047 004
g0 Aver. 094 -087 -062 069 09 -08 074 - 212 - 067 -182 075 058
Min. -169 -1.55 -150 -(76 -(06 -191 -077 -258 -235 -381 -132 -200 -106 -D83

(IGJ Max. 040 -024 -060 036 378 142 028 042 052 279 065 148  3.66 1.59
ge0) Aver. 046 -0.80 -094 -051 107 011 055 -093 -066 -045 -015 -045 100 028
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Table 7. Classment of index of geoaccumulation(after
Miiller, 1979).

Igeo  Igeo-class Designation of sediment quality

>5 6  very strongly polluted
4-5 5 strongly / very strongly polluted

3-4 4 strongly polluted
23 3 moderately / strongly polluted
1-2 2 moderately polluted
0-1 1 practically unpolluted / moderately polluted
0 0 practically unpolluted
AL, ArAGFAA AiHeR gk skl HArh
2 Al AHaIlen, A7k BAES Mason and

Moore(1982)0l 9Jall AAlE Feta FX(clark of
concentrationy&  AMESISITE SRR wiEg:
(background valug)@ 2= 231 81H(1998)] s =
A A7RAY Q2 G AFEHE YSCF HRC
o] Hais AHEE

EF = Metal(sedimenl/Meta](crust)
Al(sedimem)/Al(crust)

Metal(sedimenl) )
Metal(backgruund) x1 5

Igeo= Iogz(

g BRelMe Hsplee Kb 133~2.28(8

Fig. 5. Spatial distributions of EF for P, Cu, Zn and Pb in the study area.
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