Jour. Korean Earth Science Society, v. 24, no. 3, p. 135-140, April 2003

Old] =5 IAISS| o s ez A7

£448)+ - 0|20}
Agoleta Abatls AFHRLEA, 151748 ALFUA BT AYE 4 56-1

Pre-Service Elementary Teachers’ Conceptions of Environmental Issues

Seong Hee Choi*:- Eun Ah Lee
Department of Earth Science Educdtion, Seoul National University, Seoul 151-748, Korea

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to assess pre-service elementary teachers’ conceptions of environmental issues. 141
pre-service elementary teachers from local college participated in this study. We discovered that most of participants
understood the possibility of technological abuse that could lead to environmental destruction. They also well understood
the crisis of the Earth’s ecosystem. Nevertheless, it seemed that most of participants were not ready to take action to save
it. In addition, they also showed stereo-typically biased opinions about science, technology and their relationship with
environmental issues. It appeared to come from media-orented environmental education. Since pre-service teachers’
conceptions could directly effect future education, it is necessary to establish a more systematic educational system for
environmental education, for both pre-service teachers and students.
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Table 1. The result of the assessment of pre-service elemen-
tary teachers’ conceptions of environmental issues.
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Fig. 1. The results of the assessment of pre-service elemen-
try teachers’ conceptions of environmental issues.
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Fig. 2. The comparison of the pre-service elementary teach-
ers’ conceptions of ecological and of technological issues.
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