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Exemplary Science Teachers’ Suggestions for How to
Improve Science Teacher Education

Youngsun Kwak*

Kotea institute of Cumiculum and Evaiuation,
25-1 Samchung-dong, Chongro-ku, Seoul 110-230, Korea

Abstract: This qualitative research investigated how to improve preservice and in-service teacher education programs
through in-depth interviews with 10 exemplary science teachers. Data from interviews were used to analyze how the
teachers perceived current situations of teacher education and what they suggested as an improvement plan. In terms of
preservice teacher education, exemplary teachers argued that teacher education programs should (1) ensure the teacher
education program's identity and goals, (2) provide preservice teachers with practical knowledge by translating theory into
practice, and (3) secure faculty members who majored in science education. In light of in-service education, the teachers
contended that (1) teachers should acknowledge the continuing processes of their own professional development, (2) the
content and method of in-service training should incorporate teachers’ practical needs in the classroom, and (3) the
teaching community should implement a clinical supervision to improve their classroom practices. The central role of
teacher (re)education in a successful classroom reform is also discussed.

Keywords: preservice teacher education, teacher reeducation, professional development
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