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Regional Differentiation of Agrarian Practices in the
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Abstract : This paper analyzes Wu Ila-Youngs Cheonilrok in order to reconstruct the regional characteristics of
farming in the late 18th-century Korean countryside. The projected objective is approached through the examination
of varous indices drawn from the volume such as environment, distribution of arable lands, major crops,
agricultural technicques, and productivity. The main finding of this research is that unlike todays homogenous
picture of agriculture, quite significant differences of agrarian practices existed across the country in the past. The
regional differentiation was attributable foremost to natural environment. To elaborate, landform, climate and s0il
influenced the distribution and use of land plots. the kinds of main crops produced, and the agncultural
productivity. The region-specific agricultural techniques result from the cumulative processes of trial and error
against the given environment. Other social and economic conditions which include population, skill of the peasants,
size of landownership, and irmgation facilities sustained the regional differentiation of agriculture.

Key Words : agricultural manual, agricultural productivity. agricultural techniques, regional characteristics of farming,
the 18th centurv, Cheonilrok, Wu Ha-Young
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