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A Korean Festival in Japan and the Politics of Place*
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Abstract : Through a qualitative analysis of the lkuno Korean Festival in Osaka, this article examines and critiques
how identities are constructed, and how this process is shaped by the mediation of intra and inter-community
concerns. Particular attention is paid to the potential of reorganized culture through a thinking of similarity rather
than difference. The dynamic interrelations suggest that festival provides a particular and informal public sphere
wherein certain social logics and identities are contested. These discursive arenas are therefore marked by certain
exclusions and inclusions. This study shows the complex process of identification at the micro-level through which
identification is constituted and continuously negotiated.
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