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Fine Needle Aspiration Cytology of Ganglioneuroma
- A Case Report -

Hee Kyung Kim, M.D., Dong Wha Lee, M.D., and So—Young Jin, M.D.
Department of Pathology, Soonchunhyang University Hospital, Seoul, Korea

Ganglioneuroma is a well-differentiated, benign tumor of the sympathetic nervous system. These tumors
belong to a family of neoplasm that exhibit a wide range of differentiation, with neuroblastoma at one end and
ganglioneuroma at the other. Because it share morphologic features with other both benign and malignant
neural tumors, accurate preoperative diagnosis is often difficult. Nonetheless, it is critical for proper
management. Fine needle aspiration cytology (FNAC) in the diagnosis of the ganglioneuroma has been a little
documented. We describe a case of mediastinal ganglioneuroma in a 33-month-old girl. The diagnosis was
suggested on FNAC and was confirmed by histopathologic examination later.
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Large round ganglion cells have

Fig. 4. FNAC finding :

Fig. 3. FNAC finding : Bundles of spindle-shaped Schwann

cells have uniform, wavy, elongated nuclei (Giemsa).

eccentrically

abundant well-defined, eosinophilic cytoplasm,

placed nuclei, and prominent nucleoli. There are also scattered

small round cells with scanty cytoplasm (H-E).
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