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A study of archival body of knowledge in the United States
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<ABSTRACT>
The purposes of this study are to categorize the archival body of knowledge based on the analysis
of two guidelines and websites of 10 archival graduate programs in the United States, and to make
suggestions for the development of archival education in Korea. Basic knowledge, core knowledge,
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complementary knowledge, practical knowledge, and research knowledge are found as components of the
archival body of knowledge. The basic knowledge is the ability to understand general circumstances
related to records and archives. The core one is to master the required competence as archivists. The
complementary one is to understand other disciplinary backgrounds and their various research methods.
The practical one is to be obtained from field experiences and the research one is to make a scholastic
contribution through a deep research process. Curriculum development for preservation, electronic
records management, use of computer technologies, archival services and advocacy, more
interdisciplinary courses and internship programs are suggested as important factors for the future
archival education. And cooperative research and appointment of more faculty members are also
suggested. Finally, the development of guideline for Korean archival graduate programs are strongly
suggested.

Key words : archival knowledge, guidelines, curriculum, core, research, practice, SAA, ACA, USA
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