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A Study of the Development Model of Chinese Traditional Medicin
- Centering on the Process of the Professionalization -

Lee Hyun Ji¥

Department of Research Institute of Social Sciences, Keimyung University

Through the whole period of the twentieth century, Chinese Traditional Medicine has been affected by the political
and cultural changes of Chinese society. Before the 1949 Communist Revolution, Chinese Traditional Medicine was
regarded as a dark past which should be cleared off. But Chinese Traditional Medicine has been reevaluated as a
national medicine and spreaded quickly since the 1949 Communist Revolution. Moreover, 'the bare foot doctor’ who
received short term training appeared during the Cultural Revolution. It enhanced the status of Chinese Traditional
Medicine. At the same time, it was estimated as a model of the self-reliant development of Third World countries.

But the direction of development of Chinese Traditional Medicine was changed again recently. Chinese government
has adapted the open-economy policy since the late 1970s. Accordingly Chinese Traditional Medicine also has been
changed. Nowadays it pursues the professional development strategy. This paper inquired the following research
questions. First, what kind of historical changes in the development strategy of Chinese Traditional Medicine has
happened? Second, how much Chinese Traditional Medi¢ine has accomplished the professionalization? Third, what
kind of problems Chinese Traditional Medicine has met in the process of professionalization? Finally, why Chinese
Traditional Medicine has adapted the professional development strategy?
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