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An Acoustic Study of the Pronunciation of English Pitch Accents
Uttered by Korean Speakers

T 8 A
Hee-San Koo

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this experimental study is to investigate characteristics of English
pitch accents uttered by Korean speakers. Six English sentences were uttered five times
by fifteen male undergraduate and graduate students from three groups, Seoul, Yongnam
and Honam dialect speakers. We compared the subjects’ data with the data of a native
speaker of English as model pronunciation of English pitch accents. Acoustic features(Fo,
duration, amplitude) were measured from sound spectrograms made by the PC Works.
Results showed that (1) acoustic features of English pitch accents are Fo and duration
for the native speaker and Korean speakers altogether, (2) Seoul dialect speakers uttered
English pitch accents more similarly to the English native speaker than the other dialect
speakers and (3) Korean speakers generally have difficulties in pronouncing L#* accents. It
appears that Korean speakers have more problems in pronouncing L#* accents than Hx
accents.
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(1) St AE(Pitch Accent): T3 FHAM o1F ZAE ¥& FHE FAHLE Yehv
< HA9 ¥3 FEj(e, Hx, L*)

(2) Tt E(Phrasal Accent): SXGAE HE ©2 X e, H-, L-)

(3) F3tT(Intermediate Phrase): &3t 7b obd FuUAl st A& 8B4, /2 BY)
(Cruttenden, 1997, 61-63 #x)

4) B AAZBoundary Tone): FAZ AL+ EL FA(d, H%, L%)
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(1) John didn’t go. (2) John didn’t go.
Hx* 1-1L% L= H-H%
(3) John didn’t go, did he? {(4) John, Bill and Mary -went
Hx* H*L-/ L+L-H% L*H-/L*H-/ H* L-1%
(5) He didn’t want her to go. (6) He didn’'t want her to go.
L* L« L+L-1L% L#+H Lx+'H L+*H-H%
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He  didn't want her to go
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