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Learning French Intonation with a Base of the Visualization of Melody
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to experiment on Ilearning French intonation, based on the
visualization of melody, which was employed in the early sixties to reeducate those with
communication disorders. The visualization of melody in this paper, however, was used to
the foreign language learning and produced successful results in many ways, especially in
learning foreign intonation. In this paper, we used the PitchWorks to visualize some
French intonation samples and experiment on learning intonation based on the bitmap
picture projected on a screen. The students could see the melody curve while listening to
the sentences. We could observe great achievement on the part of the students in
learning intonations, as verified by the result of this experiment. The students were much
more motivated in learning and showed greater improvement in recognizing intonation
contour than just learning by hearing. But lack of animation in the bitmap file could
make the experiment nothing but a boring pattern practices. It would be better if we can
use a sound analyser, as like for instance a PitchWorks, which is designed to analyse the
pitch, since the students can actually see their own fluctuating intonation visualized on
the screen.
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