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An Acoustic Study of Prosodic Features of Korean Spoken Language
and Korean Folk Song (Minyo)

7 8 g

Hee-San Koo

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this acoustic experimental study was to investigate interrelation
between prosodic features of Korean spoken language and those of Korean folk songs.
The words of Changbutaryoung were spoken for analysis of spoken language by three
female graduate students and the song was sung for musical features by three Kyunggi
Minyo singers. Pitch contours were analyzed from sound spectrogram made by Pitch
Works. Results showed that special musical voices (breaking, tinkling, vibrating, etc.) and
tunes (rising, falling, level, etc) of folk song were discovered at the same place where
accents of spoken language came. It appeared that, .even though the patterns of pitch
contour were different from each other, there was positive interrelation between prosodxc
features 0f Korean spoken language and those of Korean folk songs.
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