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A Case of Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis with Unilateral Vocal

Fold Palsy and Velopharyngeal Insufficiency

Kyoung-Ho Park, M.D., Dong-Hyun Kim, M.D.,
Hyung-Tae Kim, M.D., Seong-Ho Cho, M.D.

Department of Otolaryngology-HNS, College of Medicine, The Catholic University of Korea,
Seoul, Korea

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis is an unusual pattern of distal muscular atrophy with permanent
bulbar sign. Vocal fold paralysis and velopharyngeal insufficiency(VPI) due to soft palate paraly-
sis is occasionally associated with distal muscular atrophy. Recently we experienced a case of
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis whose symptom was initially expressed with hoarseness and VPI.

So we report a case with review of literature.
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Vocal fold paralysis -

Velopharyngeal insufficiency.
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Fig. 1. Simplified pedigree of the family with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, The black symbols indicate affected indiviu-
als : diagond! lines across symbols, deceased indiviuals ; and arrows, patient.
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