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Historical Records of Asian Dust Events in Korea
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Records of Asian Dust events were extracted from
the historical chronicles of Korea: Samguk sagi (BC
57-AD 938), Goryeo sa(918-1392), and Joseon wangjo
sillok(1392-1853) and Munhuenbigo(~1776). Over 200
records were retrieved, encompassing the period of
the last 2000 years. The first record was made in AD
174 in Silla during the period of the Three Kingdoms.

Table 1. The records of dust events and yellow fog during the Three Kingdom period

Dust events were first called Woo-Tou standing for
dustfall. In ancient times, dust phenomena were con-
sidered as a warning to the king from the heaven.
The records show that Asian dust events took place
most frequently during springtime and there was no
occurrence during summertime. This pattern is similar

to that of the past century.

(BC 57-AD

938) in Korea

Year | Month Kingdom1 Original record’ Meaning

174 1 Silla 1 Dust fell like rain.

29 10 Goguryeo IENPLS Yellow fog in all directions

379 4 Baekje SR Dust fell all day.

339 2 Silla F 1 Dust fell like rain.

500 4 Silla UL PR There was yellow fog in all directions in Kyungju, Sillas capital
606 3 Baekje B I B The skv of Baekjes capital was darkened like night by dustfall.
627 3 Silla INC SRS GRN Dust storm lingered over five days

644 10 Gogurveo P (0 Snow tinged with red in Pyungyang

T 3 Silla ERN Dust fell like rain.

70 1 silla WP Yellow fog in all directions

70 2 Silla M Dust fell iike rain.

0 1 Silla HURLRN |- Dust fell in Kyungju, Sillas capital.

1. Chinese characters of the three Kingdoms are i i, and 7% for Silla, Goguryeo and Backje,

respectively,

2. Original records were written in Chinese characters.

171



172 Youngsin Chun

References

Chun, Y., 2000: The Yellow-Sand Phenomenon Re-
corded in the Joseon wangjosillok. Journal of
Meteorological Society of Korea, 36, 2, 285-292.
(in Korean)

Cun, Y., H K Cho, M Lee, 2001: Asian Dust events
in Korea over Historical times. Proceeding of the
Millennium Symposium on Atmospheric Chemistry.
The 8I° American Meteorological Society, New Mexico,
Albuquerque, 16-17.

Chun, Y., Y. B. Lee, S. M. Cho, 2001: The Ety-
mology of Chinese Words for Asian Dust. The

G UL

Korean Journal of Quaternary Research, 15, 1,
21-28. (in Korean)

Chun, Y., K O. Boo, J. Kim, S. U. Park, M. Lee, 2001c:
Synopsis, Transport, and Physical Characteristics
of Asian Dust in Korea. Journal of Geophysical
Research, 106, D16, 18461-18469.

Quan, H., 1994: KOSA study in the 3000 years, Research
of Environmental Sciences, 7, 6, 1-12. (in Chinese)

Tamura, S., 1983: A study on the Meteorological
Research in Joseon. Kyoto, 399pp. (In Japanese)

Wada, Y., 1917: Dust phenomenon in Korea. Reports
on the historical recording of Joseon, loseon
Chongdokbu, Incheon, 106-143. (in Japanese)



