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Lop-Nor Debates and the Xinjiang Production-Construction Army Corps:
A Social Process of Desertification in Northwest China*

Kang-Won Lee**
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Abstract : Since the late 19th century, the location and characteristics of Lop-Nor lake have been a major
theme of debates among the scholars(Prejevalsky, Richthofen, Kozlov, Hedin, Huntington, Stein, Chen etc.) who
have been interested in Inner Asia. In the 1980s the problem to find the exact location and characteristics of
Lop-Nor lake was finally solved by the investigation group of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. Ironically, it was
possible to find the solution by drying up of the lake due to the change of land use and the expansion of
irrigation system in Tarim basin. Specially the excessive development of this area for agricultural use by the
Xinjiang Production-Construction Army Corps since 1949 must have influenced on drying up of Lop-Nor lake.
Furthermore it can be observed to be the very similar situation to Lop-Nor lake in many areas of Chinese Inner
Asia Frontier. According to this finding, it may be proposed that human factors played an important role in the
changes of Lop-Nor lake over the previous years too. This study can give an insight on the ecological
interpretation of Inner Asian history and the environmental interpretation of the rising nationalism in this area.

Key Words : Lop-Nor lake, Xinjiang Production-Construction Army Corps, desertification, Tarim basin, Inner
Asian Frontiers of China
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A olFAXT i AFA FHo @ WA
AlYl 9388 RaFT Quis Hojuh EZEAukA
7] olehe] HEE, 53] 2EQ] T o3 HL%Jr
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AZAQ Fzo) Wstsh B9 s A% 34
74 el el - U7 BT OE w5
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