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A Study on the Interrelationship between Residential Spaces and Social Structure

in Latter term of Chosun Period
- Focused on main houses of higher middle class in Gyeonggi province -
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Abstract

Residential space can be stated as a decisive body compositely affected by environmental, physical, social, and cultural
influences. Resulting from this idea, residential space can be defined as a mirror reflecting peoples’ life at that period.
Therefore, it is possible to understand the social and cultural aspects of a certain era through analyzing the residential space
built and used at that period.

Viewing from this point, latter term of Chosun Period, as a transitional period, was a time of collapse for the structure of
middle-class society forcing its identity system to be reorganized, and of improving upon commerce, agriculture, and manual
industry to enable modernization. Following this idea, the goal of this research is to analyze characteristics of higher middle
class residences built at the close of 19th century in Gyeonggi province in order to bring into light the change of social
structure of the period.
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