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A Study on Skin Tendency as New Design Phenomena in Contemporary Environments

MEe® [ Suh, Jeong-Yeon

Abstract

Contemporary architecture has two different movements that one is the utilization of digital technology and the other is the

inclination to nature. After deconstructivism in architecture, the tendency of design shows the fusion between digitalism and

organicism and as a consequence the phenomena of ‘skin expression’ has emerged which can be thought as ‘organic digitalism’

or ‘digital organicism’. The definition of skin tendency in environmental design is the design of nature based on the technology.

As a result, the surface becomes the design issue compared to structure and the momentum for new aesthetic value. There are

post-structuralism, complex system theory and the organic architecture as theoretical background for the tendency of skin

expression. Specially the ideas of post-structural philosophy has effected deeply to the formation of its movement and also

offered the theoretical nutrition for digital architecture. The characteristics of the skin tendency can be analyzed as topological

transformation, smooth continuum, deterritorialization, ecclogical response system, and tactility. These design characteristics has

combined with conventional material and design vocabulary to transform and develope new spatial conception.
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