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{ Abstract)

This study analyzed the differences in household debt characteristics by wealth
levels. The dataset used was the 2000 National Survey of Family Income and
Expenditure. The major findings of this study were as follows;

First, about 49% of sample owned some amounts of debt. Household in high wealth
levels had lowest debt burden while households in low wealth level had highest debt
burden. Second, the amounts of debt owed to financial agents were highest regardless

of wealth levels. Third, all groups borrowed money for the purpose of purchasing real
estate.
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