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A Study for the Change of City Network in China through
the Analysis of Railway Network*
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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to exhibit the characteristics and changes of city network in China through
the analyses railway structures and movement of passengers and goods in China. On the basis of accessibility
analysis,, central China area shows the highest level of accessibility, and it declines toward periphery areas. The
center of City network was transfered from the central area to the east. Three main lines from north to south and
the central status of main cities remain unchanged. The city network stratum structure of China can be divided into
three levels. The first level is in a pattem of linear distribution within provices along miain lines. The second level,
shows a pattern of strengthened linear distribution and crossed influencial regions. The third level includes 5 areas.
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