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<Abstract>

Determinants of Induced Abortion among Married Women in Korean

Seol-A Kim"”, Woo-Jin Chung”, Sun-Mi Lee”, Moon-Hee Suh”
Ministry of Hedlth and Welfare”
Department of International Health, Graduate School of Public Health, Yonsei Universityg)
Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs”

The purpose of this study was to explore the determinants of induced abortions of
married women in Korea, with focus on the socioeconomic factors including fertility
behaviors and ideation regarding family values.

Data from the 2000 Korea National Fertility Survey by Korea Institute of Health and
Social Affairs were used for the research. In particular, the women’s fertility history from
199R to 2000 was served as the main data for this study. Among 1,901 pregnancies in total,
1,612 pregnancy outcomes were selected for the final analysis. Chi-square test, Wilcoxon
rank sum test and multivariate logistic regressions were employed to identify influential
factors on induced abortions. According to the results, working women was more likely
than those who did not work to terminate their pregnancy by an induced abortion. Women's
religion did not show any significant impact on an induced abortion. A pregnant woman
already having more than or equal to two children was very likely to choose an induced

abortion. Likewise, those in unwanted pregnancy showed high probability of induced
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abortions. However, contrary to what we believe, it turned out that the number of sons did
]

not affect the choice of induced abortions.
Key Words : induced abortion, population, married women, maternal health, health policy,
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