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On the Paradox of Digital Collection Management in Libraries
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ABSTRACT

In recent years, electronic technologies are rapidly changing the library s
approach to collection management. In digital age, collection is a hybrid, that is, a mix
of analog materials and digital information resources. But electronic publications are
both a blessing and a curse for libraries. And the rapid acceptance of electronic resources
raises many misconceptions and myths about their capabilities. This paper analyzes the
digital paradox of current collection management from six standpoints : production of
digital informations : digital scholarly communication : digital access paradigm ; acceptance
of e-journal package : web collection development ; digital archiving. Nowadays the
pragmatic view of library is a logical information gateway to its own services and those
of other libraries and information providers. Libraries and librarians need a
concept and strategies of the hybrid collection management that reflects digital reality.
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