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Abstract : This study is to diagnose the tourism structure of the southern region in Kangwon province and to
correct the problems regarding the subject. The methods of comparison and analysis on structural and
geographical characteristics of tourists, tourism resources, and tourism industry by region have been employed. It
was found that the southem region of Kangwon province has many advantages for tourism industry including
excellent transportation networks such as Kangnung and Wonju and tourism demands are great for coal mines
in the region including Chongson, Taebaek, and Samchok. Accordingly, tourism in the region has witnessed a
distinctive increase in recent years. On the other hand, excessive dependence on nature-based tourism,
concentration of tourism demands only during summer season, and insufficient tourism facilities are found to be
problems. This study also found that for sustainable tourism developments in the southem region of Kangwon,
categorization and diversification of tourism resources, development of combined programs connecting
Kangwon province to other regions, improvement of tourism facilities, expansion of tourism market, and smaller
division of tourism area are necessary.

Key Words : tourist, tourism resources, tourism industry, tourism structure, tourism demand, sustainable tourism
development, tourism area.
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