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Historical Research of Jibang as a Geographic Term
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Abstract : This study tries to identify the terms which shared the same meaning with a present-day
geographical concept region, or jibang(i 77) in Korean, prior to the initiation of modemn geography. The
analysis of the annals of the pre-modern political regimes and the earliest geography textbooks ends up with the
terms oe(#}), bang(5), oebang(i\73), ji(ith), and jimyon(iti ). These terminologies, although having had almost
similar meanings that region intends, nonetheless deliver somewhat different connotation depending on the
context and times in and during which they were used. Another finding of significance is that region and jibang,
both central words in contemporary geography, began to be used only after the introduction, by way of Japan,
of modem geography in the early 20th century. The colonial experience and subsequent political and social
turmoil, however, results in careless uses of the terms in geography teaching and research. Efforts need to be
continued to address the problems of misuse of these basic terms and, by doing so, to raise geographical pursuits
on a right track.
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